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THE HADASAH ZEHMAN VIDEO COLLECTION
OF FACE TO FACE PRESENTATIONS

Introduction and Acknowledgements

This video collection of 25 wonderful individuals sharing their 
personal stories with middle and high school students at the Face 
to Face Holocaust education program has been a labor of love.  It 
has taken years and much hard work on the part of many people to 
take this project from an idea to fruition.  

When I became director of Face to Face, volunteers, Holocaust 
survivors, and the staff at Congregation Shaarey Tikvah, where our 
program takes place, all asked about videotaping our speakers. 
Between 2005 and 2007, we videotaped 24 Cleveland Holocaust 
survivors and one retired American soldier who had provided 
post-liberation support to a group of Holocaust survivors.  The 25 
individuals who were videotaped spoke at Face to Face specifically 
to teens for about 30 minutes to an hour.  We hope that the 25 
DVDs will be utilized by educators and others as they strive to give 
meaning to the phrase “Never Again!”  We also hope that these 
videos will help preserve memories when Holocaust survivors are 
no longer able to share their stories in person. 

We began the video project with the support of several individual 
donors and a grant from the Saltzman Youth Panel of the Jewish 
Federation of Cleveland.  We were able to continue our work with a 
generous multi-year grant from Leslie Wolf, Caryn Wolf Wechsler, 
Nancy Wolf and Sherri Wolf in memory of their great aunt, 
Hadasah Zehman, a Holocaust survivor from Racionz, Poland.  
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Many people gave their time and energy to this project, most on a 
volunteer basis.

Thank you to:

•	 All the speakers for agreeing to be part of this endeavor

•	 Larry Rosner of Custom Video for videotaping and video editing

•	 Sol Factor and Paige Pratt for editing suggestions

•	 Beryl Burko, Gerald Burko, Rolf Camnitzer, Kathryn Cook, 
Cary Eichenbaum, Judy Eigenfeld, Evelyn Fishman, Melissa 
Freilich, Joyce Hoffer, Shirley Hoffman, George Kronenberg, 
Margaret Lynch, Carol Posner, Paige Pratt, Judith Richman, 
Alice Schubach, Robert Schubach, Debbie Swisshelm, and 
Annette Szabo for writing first drafts of speaker biographies, 
developing bullet points for the DVD case covers, developing 
lists of terms for the glossary in this booklet, and checking master 
copies of DVDs to make sure they were ready for reproduction

•	 Leatrice Rabinsky and Sol Factor for developing the questions 
to consider when viewing the DVDs

•	 Alice Schubach for her work on the glossary

•	 Rhoda Jacobs and Jerry Jacobs for photographing speakers 

•	 Jacob Hennenberg for the artwork on the cover of the DVDs

•	 Perach Kodish for her design work on the case covers

•	 Ellen Brown, Joyce Hoffer and Carol Posner for editing written 
materials

•	 Joel Freilich, Barbara Goldstein and Roz Stone for their 
support and suggestions throughout the project

•	 Mark Bailin and the staff at Disk-O-Tape for their work on the 
production of this collection
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•	 Rabbi Gary Robuck for conceiving and initiating the Face to 
Face Holocaust education program at Congregation Shaarey 
Tikvah in 1994

When we stopped filming for this collection, we had filmed all of 
our speakers active in the Face to Face program at that time who 
had agreed to participate in the project.  Since that time, two of 
those 25 speakers have died, and several more are no longer 
speaking because of health reasons.  The fact that several of the 
Holocaust survivors featured in this collection are no longer able 
to share their stories directly with our students reminds us of the 
importance of this undertaking.  I trust that this collection will add 
to our understanding of the Holocaust and allow us to hear these 
special, personal stories for many years to come.

With wishes for a more tolerant and peaceful world,
  

  Louise Freilich
Director, Face to Face



4

About Face to Face

Face to Face is a Holocaust education program for public 
and private middle and high school students.  The program 
is held at Congregation Shaarey Tikvah in Beachwood, Ohio.  
It teaches tolerance, encourages moral development, and 
fosters a sense of personal responsibility.  More than 35,000 
students have participated in Face to Face since its inception 
in 1994 under the leadership of Rabbi Gary Robuck.  

Students in Face to Face explore the consequences 
of intolerance, prejudice, discrimination, hate, and 
apathy without the emotional distance that occurs when 
experiencing these concepts only through books.  The 
program provides a unique forum for Holocaust survivors 
to tell their stories and have those stories be heard and 
remembered.

The speakers at Face to Face had a range of experiences 
during the Holocaust.  Some survived the concentration 
camps; others were in labor camps; some experienced 
Kristallnacht (The Night of Broken Glass) and saw their 
fathers arrested on that night; some escaped from 
Germany or Czechoslovakia without their parents on the 
Kindertransport to England; one hid with her family in the 
forest and a swamp in Poland; and still others were hidden 
by righteous non-Jews.  The videos in the Hadasah Zehman 
Video Collection of Face to Face Presentations reflect this 
range of speaker experiences.  
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In Memoriam: Hadasah Zehman

The funds for this video project came from Leslie Wolf, Caryn Wolf 
Wechsler, Nancy Wolf and Sherri Wolf in memory of their great aunt, 
Hadasah Zehman, a Holocaust survivor from Poland.

The seventh of thirteen children, Hadasah Zemelman 
Zehman was born in Racionz, Poland in 1905 to Esther 
and Itzhak Zemelman, respected scholars and community 
leaders.  Before the start of World War II, two of her 
brothers had emigrated to the United States, three siblings 
had emigrated to Palestine, and three siblings had died in 
infancy.  Hadasah and her remaining four siblings stayed 
behind with their parents in Poland.  Hadasah’s parents, her 
four siblings who remained in Europe, and her first husband 
perished.  Only Hadasah survived.

Hadasah survived the Warsaw Ghetto and several 
concentration camps.  During the Warsaw Ghetto uprising, 
she spent one week hiding under the floor-boards of a 
building in the ghetto before being discovered and deported 
to the first of several camps.  

At Ravensburg, the camp from which Hadasah was 
liberated, she found her cousin, Gary Zehman, who had 
survived the war by passing as a Christian living outside the 
Warsaw Ghetto.  Hadasah and Gary married in 1952, moved 
to Israel, and later moved to Toronto, Canada.  Their dream 
was to return to Israel, but Gary died before they could do 
so.  After his death in 1990, Gary was buried in Israel, and 
Hadasah moved to Israel.  She died in April, 2007, and is 
buried beside her beloved husband. 
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Links to Holocaust Maps and Other Websites 

MAPS
European Jewish Population Distribution Circa 1933 Interactive Map – USHMM 
Encyclopedia.  
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/media_nm.php?MediaID=358   

European Jewish Population Distribution Circa 1950 Interactive Map – USHMM 
Encyclopedia  
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/media_nm.php?MediaID=360

Map of Concentration Camps and Death Camps.  
http://history1900s.about.com/od/holocaust/ss/Camps-Map.htm

GENERAL HOLOCAUST
The Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies at the University of
Minnesota -   www.chgs.umn.edu/

Facing History and Ourselves - www.facing.org

The History Place Holocaust Timeline -- 
www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/holocaust/timeline.html 

The Holocaust Chronicle-   www.holocaustchronicle.org

Simon Wiesenthal Center-   www.wiesenthal.com 

The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum - www.ushmm.org

USC-Shoah Foundation iWitness - iwitness.usc.edu/SFI/

Yad Vashem- The Holocaust Martyrs and Heroes’ Remembrance Authority- 
http://www.yadvashem.org/

CONCENTRATION CAMPS
The Auschwitz Jewish Center Foundation -  www.ajcf.org

Dachau Concentration Camp Memorial Site-   
http://www.kz-gedenkstaette-dachau.de/index-e.html

Auschwitz photographs - www.remember.org/jacobs/index.html

RESISTANCE/ RIGHTEOUS GENTILES
Ghetto Fighters House Museum – http://www.gfh.org.il/Eng/ 

Jewish Foundation for the Righteous -  www.jfr.org

Jewish Partisan Educational Foundation - www.jewishpartisans.org
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GLOSSARY 
The following Holocaust / World War II Terms, Judaic Terms, 
Places, People, or General Terms were mentioned by one or 
more of our speakers.  
  
Holocaust and World War II Terms

Allies     
An alliance of nations that fought against the Nazi side (the Axis) in World 
War II.  The main Allied powers were the United States, Great Britain and 
the Soviet Union.

American Zone     
The part of Germany controlled by the United States immediately after 
World War II.  The Allied powers who defeated Nazi Germany divided the 
country into four occupation zones: the American Zone, the British Zone, 
the French Zone and the Soviet Zone.

Antisemitism     
Hostility or hatred of Jews as a religious or ethnic group, often 
accompanied by social, economic, or political discrimination.

Appell     
German for “roll call.”  Concentration camp prisoners were frequently 
forced to assemble and be counted in an Appell.

Arbeit Macht Frei     
German for “Work makes one free.”  This misleading saying was on the 
sign over the entrance to a number of concentration camps, notably 
Auschwitz and Theresienstadt.

Armband     
An identifying piece of cloth worn around the arm, which the Nazis used 
as a method of visibly identifying Jews.  Nazi officials also wore armbands 
with swastikas.  Also see Badge of Shame, Yellow Star.

Aryan     
Used by the Nazis to designate a supposed master race of non-Jewish 
Caucasians having Nordic features such as blonde hair and blue eyes.  
Originally used in the late 19th century to refer to speakers of Indo-
European languages.
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Badge of Shame     
Symbol required to be worn for the purpose of public humiliation.  Some 
examples include the armband and yellow Star of David (“Yellow Star”), 
which the Nazis forced Jews to wear.  Also see Armband, Yellow Star.

Barracks     
See Block.

Blitzkrieg     
German for “lightning war.”  A German military tactic, using a concentration 
of weapons along a narrow front.  The purpose of the blitzkrieg was to 
avoid a lengthy war by gaining a quick victory.

Block     
An individual building that housed concentration camp prisoners.  Also 
called Barracks.

Blockalteste     
German for “block elder.”  Leader of a block (barracks) in a concentration 
camp, often a  prisoner chosen by the Nazis.  Also see Kapo.

Boxcar     
A fully enclosed railroad car, used to transport freight.  The Nazis used 
cattle cars and boxcars to transport Jews to concentration camps.  Also 
see Cattle Car.

Brown Shirts     
Name for members of the SA (Sturmabteilung, German for “storm 
troopers”), so named because of the brown shirts they wore as a uniform.  
Before Hitler was elected, the SA were the “street fighters” of the Nazi 
party.  They served a key role in Hitler’s rise to power.

Cattle Car     
A railroad car used to transport cattle.  The Nazis used cattle cars and 
boxcars to transport Jews to concentration camps.  Also see Boxcar.

Commandant     
Commanding officer of a concentration camp.
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Concentration Camp     
A large detention center, typically crowded and having harsh conditions.  
The Nazis established hundreds of concentration camps to imprison and 
kill Jews and other enemies, as well as using the prisoners for slave labor.  
There were a number of different types of concentration camps.  Also see 
Death Camp, Extermination Camp, Internment Camp, Labor Camp, 
and Transit Camp. 

Crematorium     
A building containing a furnace to burn dead bodies into ashes.

Death Camp     
See Extermination Camp.

Death March     
Forced march of concentration camp prisoners as part of the German 
retreat.  Prisoners were forced to walk until they dropped from exhaustion, 
at which time they were shot by the Nazi guards.

Deportation     
Action of a government authority which forces a person or people to leave 
a place or country. The Nazis rounded up Jews and deported them to 
ghettos and concentration camps.

Depression     
A long-lasting downturn in the economy of a country or countries.  
Specifically, what is known as The Great Depression began in 1929 and 
lasted until about 1939 and affected North America, Europe and other 
industrialized nations.  This helped Hitler in his rise to power in Nazi 
Germany.

Displaced Persons Camp     
A temporary facility for people who have been forced to leave their homes.  
From 1945 to 1952, more than 250,000 Holocaust survivors lived in 
displaced persons camps in Germany, Austria, and Italy.   Also called DP 
Camp.

DP Camp     
See Displaced Persons Camp
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Electric Wire Fence     
An electrified fence, made of barbed wire which surrounded  a 
concentration camp.  This fence prevented escape by giving a fatal 
electric shock when it was touched.  Sometimes prisoners committed 
suicide by throwing themselves against the electric fence.

Ersatz     
German for “substitute” or “replacement.”  In the concentration camps, the 
term was used to describe replacements of inferior quality to the original, 
such as “ersatz coffee.”

Extermination Camp     
A type of concentration camp, whose main purpose was to kill Jews or 
other enemies.  Also called Death Camp.

Fuehrer     
German for “leader,” used as a title for Adolf Hitler.

G.I.     
Government Issue.  Used to mean a member of the United States armed 
forces.

Gas Chamber     
Room used to put human beings to death with poisonous gas.

German Mark     
Basic unit of money in Germany during the time of the Holocaust.  Also 
called “Reichsmark.”

Gestapo     
German Secret State Police, which was under SS control.  The Gestapo 
was responsible for investigating political crimes and opposition activities. 
See Schutzstaffel (SS).

Ghetto     
A confined area of a city in which members of a minority group are forced 
to live.  The ghettoes into which the Nazis forced Jews were surrounded 
by walls or barbed wire, and were places of overcrowding, disease, and 
starvation.
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Going into hiding     
One way for Jews to try to escape the Nazis.  Jews “in hiding” found a 
secret hiding place to live where the Nazis were unlikely to search.  The 
most well-known example of “going into hiding” is Anne Frank and her 
family.  Also see Resistance.

Gypsy     
See Roma 

Heil Hitler     
German for “Hail Hitler.”  The words “Heil Hitler” accompanied the Hitler 
Salute, a gesture of greeting in Nazi Germany, which demonstrated 
obedience and loyalty to Hitler and the Nazi party.  The salute and 
greeting were mandatory for civilians and became an ordinary form of 
daily greeting.  Also see Sieg Heil.

Hitler Jugend     
German for “Hitler Youth.”  A paramilitary organization of the Nazi party 
with the purpose of indoctrinating boys and girls between the ages of 10 
and 18 in Nazi principles and antisemitism.  By 1936 the Hitler Jugend 
became a state agency that all young “Aryan” Germans were expected to 
join.

Hitler Youth     
See Hitler Jugend.

Holocaust Denial     
Belief that the Holocaust did not happen or that it “happened” but has 
been greatly exaggerated.  People who engage in Holocaust denial are 
sometimes called revisionists.

Holocaust Memorial     
A monument, museum or other public display, intended to honor the 
memory of Holocaust victims.  Also see Holocaust Remembrance, Yom 
HaShoah.

Holocaust Remembrance     
Actions that ensure that the world does not forget what happened during 
the Holocaust.  Examples include learning about the Holocaust, public 
Holocaust-related programs, building and visiting Holocaust Memorials, 
etc.  Also see Holocaust Memorial, Yom HaShoah.
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Holocaust Survivor     
According to a definition written by the Israeli Prime Minister’s office in 
May, 1997:  “Any Jew who has lived in a country at the time when it was 
under Nazi regime, under Nazi occupation or under the regime of Nazi 
collaborators, as well as any Jew who fled due to the above regime or 
occupation.”  This broad definition includes not only concentration camp 
and labor camp survivors, but also people who were able to escape from 
Nazi occupied Europe before World War II (including Kindertransport 
children), Jews who survived by hiding from the Nazis, and families who 
escaped from Germany as conditions were worsening in the mid-1930’s.

Horst Wessel Song     
A poem written by Horst Wessel and anthem of the Nazi party.

Illegal Ship     
An unauthorized ship that took Jews to British Mandate Palestine.  Until 
1948, Great Britain controlled the area and severely restricted Jewish 
immigration to Palestine.  “Illegal ships” were one way for Jews to try to 
get out of Europe.

Internment Camp     
See Transit Camp.

“Into the Arms of Strangers”     
A 2000 Academy Award-winning documentary film which tells the story 
of the Kindertransport and uses filmed interviews of some of the children 
who were rescued.

Jewish Brigade Group     
A battalion of the British army in World War II which fought for England 
under the Zionist flag with more than 5,000 Jewish volunteers from British 
Mandate Palestine.  After the war, the soldiers of the Jewish Brigade met 
with survivors in Displaced Persons Camps and brought many of them 
to Palestine, which became Israel in 1948.  Also called the “Palestine 
Jewish Brigade.”

Jewish Council     
See Judenrat.

Jewish Problem     
Used by the Nazis to imply that Jews were responsible for Germany’s 
problems.  Also see Scapegoat.
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Journey of Conscience     
A trip organized and led by Dr. Leatrice Rabinsky to visit concentration 
camps in Europe and then, Israel.  For 31 years, Dr. Rabinsky (now 
retired) taught a Literature of the Holocaust class at Cleveland Heights 
High School.  She has led many Journey of Conscience trips for her 
students.

Jude     
German for “Jew.”  

Judenrat     
German for “Jewish Council.”  A council of Jewish elders in a ghetto, set 
up by the Nazis and under their strict control.

Judenrein     
German for “free of Jews.”  Nazi euphemism for the ethnic cleansing of an 
area by deportation or murder of Jews.

Kapo     
A concentration camp prisoner selected by the Nazis to oversee other 
prisoners.  Also see Blockalteste.

Kindertransport     
A program which brought 10,000 Jewish children from Germany, Austria 
and Czechoslovakia to England without their parents.

Kol Israel Foundation    
Hebrew for “all of Israel.”  An organization of Cleveland Holocaust 
survivors founded in 1959 to help survivors adjust to their new lives, Kol 
Israel now participates in a number of Holocaust remembrance programs 
and promotes Holocaust education.

Kristallnacht     
“The Night of Broken Glass” was an organized assault upon Jewish 
homes, businesses and synagogues which took place on November 9, 
1938, throughout Nazi-controlled territory.  Synagogues in more than 
1,200 cities and towns in Germany, Austria and Czechoslovakia were 
burned, vandalized, looted or destroyed; thousands of Jewish businesses 
were looted; 30,000 Jewish men were arrested and deported to 
concentration camps; Jewish homes were destroyed; and more than 200 
Jews were murdered.
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Labor Camp     
A type of concentration camp where prisoners who were able to work were 
used for labor.  Conditions were inhumane, and prisoners were frequently 
worked to death.  When a prisoner was no longer able to work, he or she 
was killed;  however, death was not the primary purpose of these camps.  
Also called Work Camp.

Lager     
German for “camp.”  A shortened form of “Konzentrationslager”, German 
for “concentration camp.”

Lagerfuehrer/Lagerfuehrerin     
German for “camp leader.”  Leader of a lager (concentration camp) or 
leader of a subcamp (part of a larger camp).  If the leader was a woman, 
she was a lagerfuehrerin.

Lagerfuehrerin     
See Lagerfuehrer.

Liberation     
Being freed from a conqueror.  For Holocaust survivors liberation 
happened when Allied forces captured an area of land from the German 
Army and freed concentration camp prisoners and any Jews who might be 
hiding in the area.

Lice     
The common name for over 3,000 species of wingless insects, three of 
which carry human disease.  Lice were responsible for the spread of 
typhus in the concentration camps.

“Mein Kampf”     
German for “My Struggle,” a book by Adolf Hitler published in 1925.  
Hitler wrote about “the Jewish peril”, an alleged Jewish conspiracy for 
world leadership.  The book was a major factor in promoting Hitler’s Nazi 
ideology, and 1 million copies of the book had been sold by 1933.

Memorial     
See Holocaust Memorial.

Messerschmitt     
A famous German aircraft manufacturing corporation, known primarily for 
its World War II fighter aircraft.
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Nazi     
A member of the National Socialist German Workers’ Party, founded in 
Germany in 1919 and brought to power in 1933 under Adolf Hitler.

Numbers     
(1) Serial numbers were assigned to concentration camp prisoners.  Also 
see Tattoo.
(2) Jews wishing to immigrate to the United States were required to 
provide affadavits from multiple sponsors and to have a secured waiting 
number within a quota established for their country of birth, which severely 
limited their chances to emigrate.  Also see Quota System.

Nuremberg Laws     
Nazi laws passed in September of 1935.  The Nuremberg Laws defined 
Jews racially, revoked their German citizenship, and prohibited Jewish-
Aryan sexual relations.

Palestine Jewish Brigade     
See Jewish Brigade Group.

Partisan     
Resistance fighter.  During World War II both Jewish and non-Jewish 
partisans fought against the Nazis.  Also see Resistance.

Pogrom     
A violent riot against a minority group, especially Jews.

Quota System     
A United States immigration law, limiting the number of annual immigrants 
from a country.  When more people want to enter the United States than 
are allowed by law, applicants are issued a “number.”   For many Jews 
their number did not come up before World War II began and they were 
unable to leave Europe.

Reisepass     
German for “passport,” one of the documents that German Jews were 
required to obtain in order to leave Germany.
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Relocation     
See Resettlement.

Remembrance     
See Holocaust Remembrance.

Reparations     
Money paid by post-war Germany to Holocaust survivors.

Resettlement     
Nazi euphemism for deportation and murder.  Also called Relocation.

Resistance     
Working against the Nazis in any way.  Some examples included actively 
fighting against Nazis, going into hiding, helping Jews, practicing the 
Jewish religion when it was forbidden to do so, etc.  Also see Going Into 
Hiding, Partisan, Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.

Revisionists     
See Holocaust Denial.

Righteous Gentile/Righteous Among the Nations     
A non-Jew who risked his or her life to save Jews during the Holocaust.  
More than 24,000 Righteous Gentiles are honored at Yad Vashem, the 
Holocaust museum in Israel.

Roma 
Also called Gypsies. A nomadic people whose ancestors originally 
migrated to Europe from India.  Roma were among the groups singled 
out on racial grounds by the Nazi regime and most of its allies.  The 
Nazis judged Roma to be “racially inferior” and they were subjected to 
internment, forced labor and massacre.  Of approximately 1 million Roma 
believed to have been living in Europe before the war, Nazis and their 
collaborators killed up to 220,000. 

Roundup     
One of the methods that Nazis used, especially in Poland.  In a  roundup 
the Nazis came into a city and randomly arrested Jews on the street or 
in their homes.  Jews caught were either sent to concentration camps or 
killed on the spot.
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Russian Front     
During World War II, the front lines of the Soviet Army as it advanced 
towards defeating the Nazis.

Safe House     
In Budapest, Hungary, a place where Jews could be sheltered from the 
Nazis.  Swiss diplomat Carl Lutz rescued more than 62,000 Hungarian 
Jews from deportation to Nazi death camps by sheltering them in safe 
houses throughout Budapest and issuing them exit visas to leave the 
country.

Scapegoat     
A person or people who are blamed for something that is not their fault.  
Hitler used the Jews as a scapegoat for Germany’s economic problems.  
Also see Jewish Problem.

“Schindler’s List”     
A 1982 book by Thomas Keneally and a 1993 movie directed by Steven 
Spielberg based on the true story of Oskar Schindler, an Austrian factory 
owner who saved the lives of more than 1,000 Polish Jews by using them 
as workers in his factory.

Schutzstaffel (SS)     
Hitler’s Elite Protection Squadron.  Responsible for actions against the 
Jews and running the concentration camps.  Also see Gestapo.

Selection     
(1) An event that occurred when prisoners arrived at an extermination 
camp.  An SS officer looked over arriving prisoners, determined who was 
able to work, and sent all others to be killed.
(2) An ongoing event at concentration camps.  Prisoners no longer able 
to work were selected to die in the gas chambers.  Prisoners were also 
selected for work at different camps.

Sieg Heil     
German for “Hail Victory.”   A ritualistic chant used at mass rallies in Nazi 
Germany, where enthusiastic crowds answered “Heil” to the call of “Sieg”.  
Also see Heil Hitler.

Slave Labor     
Forced and unpaid labor.  The Nazis used Jews for slave labor, both in the 
concentration camps and in the ghettoes.
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Sponsor     
A person who guarantees that an immigrant to the United States will not 
be a financial burden on the government.

SS Officer     
High-ranking member of the Schutzstaffel (SS).

Survivor     
See Holocaust Survivor.

Swastika     
Twisted cross, used as Nazi symbol.

Tattoo     
Inmates at Auschwitz were given serial numbers.  At first, numbers were 
sewn on clothing.  Then, medical personnel began to write numbers in 
indelible ink on the chests of corpses for identification. The first tattoos 
were done with a multiple-needle stamp to the chest.  Later on, the Nazis 
used a single-needle tattooing device to pierce the outlines of the serial 
number digits on the left forearm.

Tauglich (T)     
German for “suitable” (able to work).  Jews who were used for slave labor 
had a better chance of survival.  Also see Untauglich.

Third Reich     
Reich is German for “empire.”  Third Reich (Third Empire) was a term 
given by Hitler to his regime (1933-1945).

Transit Camp     
A type of concentration camp where prisoners were kept for a short time 
and then shipped to a more permanent concentration camp.  Also called 
Internment Camp.

Typhoid Fever/Typhoid     
A highly infectious disease (spread by infected water or food supply) that 
killed many concentration camp prisoners, mainly due to poor sanitary 
conditions.  Sometimes called “intestinal typhus” even though typhus and 
typhoid are separate diseases caused by different species of bacteria.
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Typhus     
A highly infectious bacterial disease spread by lice that killed many 
concentration camp prisoners.  Anne Frank and her sister Margot were 
among thousands of prisoners who died of typhus in such camps as 
Theresienstadt and Bergen-Belsen.

UNRRA     
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration.  The organization 
was created at a 44-nation conference at the White House on 
November 9, 1943.  One of its missions was to help refugees rebuild their 
lives after World War II.

Untauglich (U)     
German for “unsuitable” (not able to work).  Jews who could not be used 
for slave labor had very little chance of survival.  Also see Tauglich.

Untermenschen     
German for “subhumans” (singular, untermensch).  Used as a derogatory 
term by the Nazis, to describe Jews, Roma and others whom the Nazis 
regarded as genetically inferior. 

Warsaw Ghetto Uprising     
A Jewish revolt in the Warsaw Ghetto between April 19, 1943 and 
May 16, 1943.  Jews fought back against a Nazi plan to send the 
entire remaining population of the ghetto to Treblinka.  Although badly 
outnumbered and poorly armed, the Jews fought bravely.  In the end, 
all Jews who were not killed in the fighting were deported, Also see 
Resistance.

Wehrmacht     
German for “Defense Forces.”  The Wehrmacht was the German armed 
forces, consisting of the army, navy and air force.  After World War II 
the Allies abolished the Wehrmacht.  It was reformed in 1955, as the 
Bundeswehr (“Federal Defense”).

Work Detail     
A work assignment in a concentration camp.

World War II     
A global war lasting from 1939 to 1945, fought between two alliances: 
the Allies (which included the U.S.) and the Axis (which included Nazi 
Germany).  Also called the Second World War.
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Yellow Star     
A badge featuring the Star of David (a symbol of Judaism).  The Nazis 
used this as a method of visibly identifying Jews.  Also see Armband, 
Badge of Shame.

Yid     
Yiddish for “Jew,” usually considered derogatory when used by non-Jews.  
Also see Jude.

Yom HaShoah     
Hebrew for “Day of the Holocaust.”  An annual Holocaust Remembrance 
Day for Holocaust victims.  Occurs in April or May.

Zloty
Basic unit of money in Poland.

Zyklon B Gas     
Poison gas pellets used in the gas chambers.
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Judaic Terms
Bar Mitzvah/Bat Mitzvah
Hebrew for “son of the commandments.”  A boy who has reached the age 
of 13 or the religious ceremony marking this event.  A girl becomes a Bat 
Mitzvah (Hebrew for “daughter of the commandments”), when she turns 
12 or 13.

Beshert
Yiddish for “fated” or “predestined.”  A soul mate, an ideal, predestined 
spouse; any good match, such as the perfect job or the perfect house; an 
event or outcome that is destined to happen.

Chai
Hebrew for “life.”  The Hebrew word “Chai” is often used as a symbolic 
design on jewelry and other ornaments.  Donations to charity are often 
made in multiples of 18, the numerical value of the word Chai.  (Hebrew 
letters have numerical values.  The numerical value of a Hebrew word is 
the sum of the values of each letter.)

Challah
A sweet egg bread, usually braided, served on Sabbath and holidays.

Cheder
Hebrew for “room.”  A traditional Jewish elementary school, especially in 
Eastern Europe.

Circumcision
Removal of the foreskin, a commandment in Judaism performed on the 
8th day of a boy’s life or upon a male’s conversion to Judaism.

Day of Atonement
See Yom Kippur.

Earlocks
See Payos.

Hadassah Hospital
A hospital in Israel which is run by Hadassah, an American women’s 
Zionist organization.
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HaKohen
See Kohen

Hebrew
The language of the Torah, in which many prayers are recited; the 
language of modern Israel.

Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS)
Founded in 1881; the oldest international migration and refugee 
resettlement agency in the U.S.  Provides rescue and refuge for 
persecuted and oppressed Jews worldwide and in recent years has 
assisted refugees and immigrants of all backgrounds.  

Israel War of Independence
War from 1947 to 1949, when the Jews of Israel fought off invading Arab 
armies and established the independent State of Israel.

Jewish Community Center (JCC)
A community-based organization, which provides fun, fitness-related, and 
educational services to Jews and others of all ages.

Jewish Family Service
A Jewish organization which helps people facing life challenges, such as 
job changes, family crises, etc.

Joint Distribution Committee (JDC)
A Jewish organization which helps Jews and non-Jews in distress, around 
the world.  Also called the Joint.

Kaddish
An important Jewish prayer praising God.  It is also recited by mourners 
and is commonly known as “mourner’s kaddish,” although the text has 
nothing to do with death or mourning.

Kashrut
The body of Jewish law dealing with what foods Jews can and cannot eat 
and how those foods must be prepared and eaten.  Foods that conform to 
the rules of Kashrut are Kosher.

Kibbutz
A collective farm or settlement in modern Israel.
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Kippah
A ritual head covering worn to express awareness of God’s presence, 
especially at worship, at study, and during holiday meals.  Also called 
Yarmulke.

Kohen
Hebrew for “priest” (plural, Kohanim), a descendant of Moses’s brother 
Aaron.  In ancient times, Kohanim were priests who were responsible for 
performing various rites in the Temple.  In modern Judaism we continue to 
track this lineage, giving Kohanim certain religious rights and duties.

Kosher
See Kashrut.

Landsman
A fellow Jew who comes from the same district or town, especially in 
Eastern Europe.

Machzorim
Plural for Machzor.  A Machzor is a special prayerbook for Jewish 
holidays, especially for the High Holidays of Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur.

Mensch
Literally, Yiddish for “person.”  As commonly used in Yiddish, mensch 
means a decent and honorable person.

ORT – Organization for Rehabilitation Training
Jewish organization which educates and trains people, to help them 
become independent.  Also called American ORT and World ORT.

Orthodox
One of the major movements of Judaism, which holds that Jewish law 
comes from God and can not be changed.

Passover (Pesach)
A holiday to remember and retell the story of when the Jews fled Egypt 
(the Exodus).  Passover is observed with a ceremonial meal, called a 
Seder.
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Payos
Literally, Hebrew or Yiddish for “corners.”  Traditionally, Jewish men 
wore long sideburns, based on an interpretation of the Biblical command 
against shaving the “corners” of one’s head.  Also called sideburns, 
earlocks or sidelocks.

Priest of Judah
See Kohen.

Rabbinic Writings
See Talmud.

Rosh Hashanah
Literally, Hebrew for “head of the year,” the Jewish New Year.  Celebrated 
by attending synagogue, eating sweet foods, and hearing the sound of 
the shofar, Rosh Hashanah is one of the holiest of the days in the Jewish 
calendar.  Many Jews use this day to begin to look back at the mistakes 
of the past year and to plan changes for the new year.  Also see Yom 
Kippur.

Shabbat/Sabbath
The Jewish Sabbath begins on Friday at sunset and continues until three 
stars appear in the sky Saturday evening.  Traditional Jews light candles, 
recite special blessings over wine and bread, enjoy festive meals with 
family and friends, worship, study, rest, and rejoice.

Shofar
A musical instrument made from the horn of a ram or  a similar animal.  
Sounded during prayer services on Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish New 
Year) and at the conclusion of Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement).  Acts 
as a “call to conscience.”

Shtetl
Yiddish for “little town.”  A small town with a substantial Jewish population 
or a Jewish ghetto in the Yiddish-speaking parts of Europe (central and 
eastern Europe).

Sideburns / Sidelocks
See Payos.
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Star of David  
The six-pointed emblem commonly associated with Judaism and with the 
State of Israel.

Talmud
A collection of ancient rabbinic discussions, in which the sages argued 
about and interpreted the Torah.  Teachings or ideas related to the 
Talmud are described as Talmudic.  Also called the “oral law” or “Rabbinic 
Writings.”

Talmudic
See Talmud.

Torah
A scroll containing the first five books of the Hebrew Bible.  Dressed in an 
ornate cover, the Torah is the Jewish people’s most precious possession.

World ORT
See ORT.

Yahrzeit
The anniversary of a death.

Yahrzeit Candle
Memorial candle lit by close relatives of the deceased to observe a 
Yahrzeit.

Yarmulke
See Kippah.

Yiddish
Before the Holocaust Yiddish (which means Jewish in Yiddish) was the 
daily language of Central and Eastern European Jews.  Yiddish is based 
primarily on German, with words taken from Hebrew and many other 
languages. It is written with the characters of the Hebrew alphabet.

Yom Kippur
Hebrew for “Day of Atonement.”  The holiest day of the Jewish calendar, a 
day set aside for fasting and repentance.  Also see Rosh Hashanah.
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Place Names

Abbots Langley
A large village in England.  During World War II Abbots Langley welcomed 
many London children who had been evacuated to the countryside for 
their safety.

Auschwitz Concentration Camp
The largest concentration camp complex; located in Oswiecim, Poland.  
Auschwitz had three sections: Auschwitz I, the main camp; Auschwitz II 
(Birkenau), an extermination camp; Auschwitz III (Monowitz, also called 
Buna), a labor camp.  Many subcamps were administratively connected to 
Auschwitz III.

Baltic Sea
A semi-enclosed inland sea in Northern Europe.  During the evacuation of 
Stutthof Concentration Camp, about 5,000 prisoners were marched to the 
Baltic Sea coast, forced into the water, and machine gunned.

Beregszasz Ghetto
A former brick factory in Beregszasz, Hungary; converted to a ghetto in 
1944.

Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp
A concentration camp in northwestern Germany, south of the small towns 
of Bergen and Belsen.  While Bergen-Belsen contained no gas chambers, 
more than 35,000 people died of starvation, overwork, disease, brutality 
and sadistic medical experiments.  Anne Frank died of typhus in Bergen-
Belsen shortly before it was liberated.

Black Forest
See Schwarzwald.

Blechhammer Concentration Camp
A subcamp of Auschwitz Concentration Camp in Kozle, Poland.  
Blechhammer was a labor camp.  On January 25, 1945, about 4,000 
prisoners were put on a death march towards Buchenwald, lasting thirteen 
days.  About 800 prisoners died along the way.
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Breslau
A city now in Poland, part of Germany until 1945.  In 1933, about 20,000 
Jews lived in Breslau;  In 1990 about 70 Jews lived there.

Buchenwald Concentration Camp
One of the largest concentration camps; an important source of 
slave labor; located near the city of Weimar, Germany.  Buchenwald 
administered at least 87 subcamps across Germany.

Budapest
The capital of Hungary and its largest city; located in north-central 
Hungary, on the Danube River.  Germany occupied Budapest in March 
1944.  Fewer than half of Budapest’s Jews survived the following 11 
months.

Carpathian Mountains
A range of mountains in central and eastern Europe; at about 932 miles 
long, the second largest mountain range in Europe.

Chelmno Concentration Camp
The first of the extermination camps; located in western Poland.  About 
150,000 Jews were murdered at Chelmno.  In comparison to the other 
extermination camps, Chelmno was technologically primitive, employing 
carbon monoxide gas vans as the main method of killing.

Cologne
The fourth largest city in Germany; located on both sides of the Rhine 
River.  Before World War II Cologne had a large Jewish population, with 6 
synagogues.  All of these synagogues were destroyed on Kristallnacht.

Dachau Concentration Camp
The first concentration camp opened in Germany; located on the grounds 
of an abandoned munitions factory about 10 miles northwest of Munich.  
There is no evidence of mass murder in Dachau except for deaths due to 
starvation, beatings, lack of medical care, medical experimentation, etc.  
Prisoners in weakened condition were transported to Hartheim Castle near 
Linz, Austria, where they were murdered with poison gas.

Danzig
See Gdansk.
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De Gurs Concentration Camp
See Gurs Concentration Camp.

Drancy Concentration Camp
A transit camp in Drancy, a northeastern suburb of Paris; the major transit 
camp for the deportations of Jews from France.  Almost 65,000 Jews were 
transported from Drancy to concentration camps in Poland.  Drancy was 
liberated on August 17, 1944.

Ebensee Concentration Camp
A subcamp of Mauthausen Concentration Camp in Ebensee, Austria (near 
Linz).  Digging tunnels to store armaments, prisoners of Ebensee were 
worked to their deaths,.  The administration of the camp was especially 
sadistic; guards were rewarded for beating, killing and torturing prisoners.  
The U.S. army liberated Ebensee in May, 1945.

Ellis Island
An island in Upper New York Bay, southwest of Manhattan; from 1892 
to 1924, the chief immigration station of the United States.  Ellis Island 
was less active after 1924 but remained open for immigration until 1954.  
Between 1892 and 1954, more than 12 million immigrants passed through 
Ellis Island.

Feldafing Displaced Persons (DP) Camp
The first all-Jewish DP camp; located 20 miles southwest of Munich, 
Germany, in the American zone of occupation, Feldafing hosted a large 
and important community of survivors.  The camp was comprised of stone 
and wooden barracks as well as individual homes that were requisitioned 
from Germans.

Flossenburg Concentration Camp
A concentration camp in northeastern Bavaria, near the Czech border; 
provided labor for the Messerschmitt airplane company, producing parts 
for fighter planes.  The death rate at Flossenburg was high, due to 
disease, random beatings and killings by the guards, as well as official 
shootings (“executions”).  In April, 1945, prisoners were put on a death 
march towards Dachau.
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Gdansk
A city in northern Poland; a major port on the Baltic Sea; known in German 
as Danzig.  

Gross-Rosen Concentration Camp
A Nazi concentration camp located in Lower Silesia.  In October, 1941 the 
SS transferred about 3,000 Soviet POWs there for execution by shooting.

Gurs Concentration Camp
A transit camp in southwestern France, south of the village of Gurs; run by 
the French government in collaboration with Nazi Germany.  Conditions 
in Gurs were very primitive, with a constant shortage of water, food and 
clothing; there were many deaths due to illness.  Prisoners were sent to 
concentration camps in Poland, by way of Drancy Concentration Camp.

Hague of Holland
See The Hague.

Haifa
The third largest city in Israel; located in northern Israel, on the 
Mediterranean Sea; a major seaport on the Bay of Haifa.  Haifa is built 
on the slopes of Mt. Carmel.  The city’s recorded history dates to the 
third century.  Haifa is home to two respected academic institutions, the 
University of Haifa and the Technion, as well as the Bahai World Center.

Hamburg
The second largest city in Germany.  Before World War II Hamburg was 
home to the fourth largest Jewish community in Germany.  In 1933, 
about 17,000 Jews lived in Hamburg.  About 7,800 Hamburg Jews were 
murdered during the Holocaust.

Hanover
A city in northern Germany on the Leine River.  Before World War II 
Hanover had one of the 10 largest Jewish communities in Germany, with 
over 20 cultural and welfare institutions. In 1933 there were 4,839 Jews in 
Hanover.  When the U.S. army liberated Hanover in April 1945, they found 
that some 100 Jews had survived within the city.
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Heidelberg
A city in southwestern Germany; home of the University of Heidelberg.  
Heidelberg was a stronghold of the Nazi party.  Discrimination against 
Jews began in 1933 especially against Jewish professors and students 
at the university.  In 1933, 1,102 Jews lived in Heidelberg.  At the end of 
1945, about 120 lived there.

Heidenheim an der Brenz
See Heidenheim Displaced Persons (DP) Camp.

Heidenheim Displaced Persons (DP) Camp
A mid-size, predominantly Jewish displaced persons camp; located in 
Heidenheim an der Brenz, Germany, in the American zone of occupation.  
The U.S. army carved the Heidenheim DP Camp out of part of a German 
village by requisitioning private housing.

Jaworzno Concentration Camp
A subcamp of Auschwitz Concentration Camp in Jaworzno, Poland.  
Jaworzno provided slave labor for German companies, including coal 
mining and construction of the “Wilhelm” power plant.

Jerusalem
The capital of Israel and its largest city; located in the Judean Mountains, 
between the Mediterranean Sea and the northern edge of the Dead Sea; 
holy site for three major religions.  All branches of the Israeli government 
are located in Jerusalem, including the Knesset (Israel’s parliament), the 
residences of the Prime Minister and the President, and the Supreme 
Court.  Jerusalem is home to Hebrew University and to the Israel Museum.  
Yad VaShem, Israel’s Holocaust Memorial Museum, is also in Jerusalem.

Kaiserwald Concentration Camp
A concentration camp near Riga, Latvia.  Many Hungarian and Polish 
Jews were sent to Kaiserwald.  The prisoners worked in large German 
companies (notably Allgemeine Elektricitats-Gesellschaft) and in other 
factories, mines, and farms, as well as inside the camp.
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Kalisz
A city in central Poland; considered by many to be the oldest Jewish 
community in Poland.  Famous for producing lace and other textiles, the 
prewar Jews of Kalisz built a vibrant religious and cultural life and an 
active political life.

Karlsruhe
A city in southwestern Germany, near the French border.  In 1933 about 
3,200 Jews lived in Karlsruhe.  At the end of World War II, only 9 Jews 
lived in Karlsruhe.

Kielce
A city in central Poland.  Before World War II, about 24,000 Jews lived in 
Kielce.  Germany occupied Kielce in September, 1939.  In April, 1941, the 
Nazis established a ghetto, which provided slave labor for an ammunition 
plant.  In August, 1942, the Nazis murdered 22,000 Jews over a 5-day 
period.  Those who survived that massacre were sent to Treblinka 
Concentration Camp. Kielce was also the location of a post-war pogrom in 
1946.

Krakow
The second largest city in Poland before World War II. Krakow was an 
influential cultural center for Polish Jews.  Germany occupied Krakow 
in September, 1939.  The Nazis established a ghetto, from which they 
deported Jews to nearby concentration camps.  On March 13-14, 1940, 
about 2,000 Jews considered unfit for work were killed in the streets.  All 
others were sent to Plaszow and Auschwitz concentration camps.

Leipzig
A city in east-central Germany.  In 1933 there were 11,564 Jews in Leipzig.  
In 1941 there were 2,500 Jews remaining in Leipzig, crowded into 43 “Jew 
houses” and used for slave labor.  By February, 1945, all of these Jews 
had been deported to concentration camps.

Linz
A city in Austria; capital of the province of Upper Austria.  On Kristallnacht, 
the synagogue of Linz was burned down; the 65 remaining Jews were 
arrested and deported to Vienna.  The Nazis claimed that the Jews must 
leave the city because it was the capital of the province of Hitler’s birth.
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Lodz Ghetto
After the Warsaw Ghetto, the second largest ghetto in German-occupied 
Poland. Located in Lodz, Poland.  After forcing the Jews of Lodz into the 
Lodz Ghetto the Nazis overcrowded the ghetto with Jews from other parts 
of Europe as well as Roma.  There was a high death rate from starvation 
and disease.  In 1944 the Nazis liquidated the ghetto and deported the 
remaining residents to Chelmno and Auschwitz concentration camps.

Majdanek Concentration Camp
A concentration camp in Lublin, Poland; an extermination camp, also 
used as a labor camp.  Majdanek had three gas chambers located in one 
building, which used both carbon monoxide and Zyklon B gas.  Prisoners 
who were not killed immediately were used as slave labor in various work 
projects in the camp or in the Lublin area.

Marseilles
A city in southeastern France on the Mediterranean Sea; the second 
largest city in France and its main seaport.  Germany occupied Marseilles 
in November, 1942.  On January 22, 1943, the Nazis deported 4,000 Jews 
from Marseilles to extermination camps in Poland.

Mauthausen Concentration Camp
A large concentration camp complex near Linz, Austria.  Mauthausen (later 
known as Mauthausen-Gusen) included four main subcamps and fifty 
additional subcamps, located throughout Austria and southern Germany.  
Prisoners were used primarily for slave labor in a nearby granite quarry.  
They were also rented out as slave labor to various local businesses,

Melk Concentration Camp
A subcamp of Mauthausen Concentration Camp about 60 miles east 
of Linz, Austria, Melk provided slave labor for tunneling projects in the 
surrounding hills.  Because the hills consisted of fine sand and quartz.  
many prisoners were buried alive beneath cave-ins while working in the 
tunnels.
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Minsk
One of the largest and most important Jewish communities in Russia 
before World War II.  Germany occupied Minsk in June, 1941; about 
90,000 Jews lived in the city.  The Nazis established a ghetto, in which 
tens of thousands of Jews died from starvation, cold, disease, working 
conditions and mass murders.  On October 21, 1943, the Nazis liquidated 
the ghetto.

Mönchengladbach
A city in Germany; located west of the Rhine River, half way between 
Dusseldorf and the Dutch border; a major center of the German cotton 
textile industry.

Muhldorf Concentration Camp
A subcamp of Dachau Concentration Camp in Bavaria.  In the fall of 1944, 
guards at Muhldorf deported hundreds of sick and disabled inmates to 
the gas chambers at Auschwitz Concentration Camp.  It is estimated that 
more than half of the prisoners at Muhldorf died on site from overwork, 
abuse, shootings, and disease or were deported to the gas chambers.

Munich
A large city in southern Germany; the home of the Nazi movement.  In 
1933 about 9,000 Jews lived in Munich.  The Jews of Munich played a 
prominent role in its economic, social and cultural life and took part in 
multi-faceted Jewish religious and communal activities.

Oswiecim
A city in southern Poland, about 37 miles west of Krakow; location of 
Auschwitz Concentration Camp.  Before World War II Oswiecim had 
a strong Jewish community.  The Jewish Museum in Oswiecim now 
commemorates this history of the Jews who lived there.
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Palestine
The land now called Israel was called Palestine until the State of Israel 
came into being in 1948.  Great Britain governed Palestine from 1922 to 
1948, under the League of Nations British Mandate.  On November 30, 
1947, the United Nations voted to end the British Mandate and partition 
Palestine into a Jewish state (Israel) and an Arab state.  

Plaszow Concentration Camp
A concentration camp in a suburb of Krakow, Poland; built on the grounds 
of two former Jewish cemeteries.  Plaszow provided slave labor for 
several armament factories and a stone quarry.  One of the factories that 
used labor from Plaszow was Oskar Schindler’s enamelware factory.  
Schindler saved the lives of over 1,000 Jews by using them as workers in 
his factory.

Ponary Forest
A forest eight miles outside of Vilna; site of several incidents of Nazi mass 
murder.  Between 1941 and 1944, tens of thousands of Jews from Vilna 
and the surrounding area, as well as Soviet prisoners of war and others 
suspected of opposing the Germans, were massacred at Ponary.  Also 
see Vilna.

Prague
The capital of Czechoslovakia (now the Czech Republic) and its largest 
city; one of the oldest and best-known Jewish communities in central 
Europe.

Praust Concentration Camp
A women’s subcamp of Stutthof Concentration Camp.

Pruchnik
A small town in southeastern Poland with a population of about 976 Jews 
at the start of World War II.

Rhineland
A picturesque region in western Germany along the Rhine River.
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Riga
The capital of Latvia and its largest city.  Before World War II about 40,000 
Jews lived in Riga.  Germany occupied Riga in July, 1941; the Nazis shot 
several thousand Jews immediately.  In August, they established a ghetto.  
In November and December, they shot about 26,000 Jews in a nearby 
forest.  By the time the Soviet army liberated Riga in October 1941, the 
Nazis had murdered most of the city’s Jews.

Schwarzwald
German for “Black Forest.”  A wooded mountain range in southwestern 
Germany, bordered by the Rhine valley to the west and south.

Skarzysko (Skarzysko-Kamienna)
A town in east-central Poland.  Before World War II, 2,200 Jews lived 
in Skarzysko.  In October, 1942, the Nazis deported all of the Jews of 
Skarzysko to Treblinka Concentration Camp to be exterminated.  Then 
they established a concentration camp in Skarzysko.

Sosnowiec
A small city in southern Poland.  Before World War II, about 30,000 Jews 
lived in Sosnowiec; this was about 20% of the city’s population.

Southampton
A city on the south coast of England; located 75 miles southwest of 
London; a major port.

Stutthof Concentration Camp
A concentration camp located in a secluded area west of Stutthof 
(Sztutowo), Poland.  Those whom the SS guards judged too weak or sick 
to work were gassed in Stutthof’s small gas chamber.  In January, 1945, 
death marches from Stutthof began.  When the camp was liberated on 
May 9, 1945, there were about 100 prisoners still alive at Stutthof.  Also 
see Baltic Sea.

Szrodula
A suburb of Sosnowiec, Poland.  Many of the Jews of Sosnowiec were 
forced to move to Szrodula.
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Tel Aviv
The second most populous city in Israel; located in west-central Israel, on 
the Mediterranean Sea.  Modern day Tel Aviv was founded in 1909 and 
is Israel’s financial capital and an important tourist destination.  Before 
1948 many immigrants to Palestine disembarked in Tel Aviv.  Israel’s 
independence was declared there in May, 1948.

Terezin
A walled town and fortress in Czechoslovakia (now, the Czech Republic), 
northwest of Prague; location of Theresienstadt Concentration 
Camp/Ghetto.

The Hague
A city in the Netherlands (Holland); the seat of the Dutch government and 
parliament, the Supreme Court, and the Council of State.

Theresienstadt Concentration Camp/Ghetto
A concentration camp in Terezin, Czechoslovakia (now, the Czech 
Republic); publicized as a “model” concentration camp for “privileged” 
Jews.  More than 33,000 prisoners died from hunger, disease and sadistic 
treatment.  Theresienstadt was also used as a transit camp for Jews being 
sent to Auschwitz Concentration Camp.  In June 1944, the Nazis cleaned 
up Theresienstadt prior to a visit by the International Red Cross; the 
visitors were fooled and reported a positive impression.

Treblinka Concentration Camp
An extermination camp near Treblinka, Poland; hidden in the remote 
forests of northeastern Poland.  More than 800,000 Jews were murdered 
in the gas chambers at Treblinka.

Ungvar
A city in western Ukraine, near the Hungarian border; a part of Hungary in 
1938.  Germany occupied Ungvar in March, 1944.  Between May 14, 1944 
and June 3, 1944, all of the Jews of Ungvar and its vicinity were deported 
to Auschwitz in seven transports.



37

Vilna (Vilnius)
The capital of Lithuania and its largest city.  Before Word War II the Jews 
of Vilna had a vibrant and active culture.  Germany occupied Vilna on 
June 24, 1941.  The Nazis established a large ghetto for the Jews of 
Vilna; they murdered many Jews outside of the Ponary Forest.  When the 
Russian army liberated Vilna in July 1944, there were no more Jews alive 
in Vilna.  However, a few hundred had managed to escape to the forests 
surrounding the town.  Also see Ponary Forest, Vilna Ghetto.

Vilna Ghetto
A large ghetto in Vilna, Lithuania.  During the two years of the ghetto’s 
existence, starvation, disease, street executions, maltreatment and 
deportations to concentration camps reduced the population from an 
estimated 40,000 to zero.  The Vilna Ghetto had a resistance movement, 
the United Partisan Organization.

Waldenburg Concentration Camp
A subcamp of Gross-Rosen Concentration Camp.

Warsaw Ghetto
The largest ghetto in Europe, with more than 400,000 Jews crowded into 
1.3 square miles; located in Warsaw, the capital of Poland.  The death 
rate was high from starvation, disease and random murder.  Hundreds of 
thousands of residents were deported to Treblinka Concentration Camp 
to be murdered.  In January, 1943, a resistance movement fought bravely 
(See Warsaw Ghetto Uprising).  When the fighting ended in May, the 
Nazis blew up the ghetto; at least 56,000 people were killed on the spot or 
deported to concentration camps.

Weimar
A city in Germany; known as the place where Germany’s first democratic 
constitution was signed after World War I, giving its name to the Weimar 
Republic.

Zdunska Wola
A town in central Poland.  Before World War II, about 39% of the people 
living in Zdunska Wola were Jews.  A ghetto was established in the town 
in 1940.  In 1942, the ghetto was closed and its inhabitants transported to 
Chelmno Concentration Camp.
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Person Names

Angel of Death
See Mengele, Josef.

Chamberlain, Neville
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom from May, 1937, to May, 1940.  In 
1938 Chamberlain signed the Munich Agreement with Hitler.  This gave a 
large portion of Czechoslovakia to Germany, in the hope that this would 
satisfy Hitler and end his aggression.

Eichmann, Adolf
A prominent Nazi under Adolf Hitler.  Eichmann had a very large role in 
the deportation of European Jewry during the Holocaust.  In 1962 he was 
executed for war crimes.

Frank, Anne
A teenage Jewish girl from Germany, who hid from the Nazis with her 
family in Holland from June, 1942, to August, 1944.  During this time she 
kept a diary of her experiences, which was published by her father after 
the war.  Anne Frank died of typhus in Bergen-Belsen shortly before it was 
liberated.

Grynszpan, Herschel
A 17-year-old Polish Jew, living in Paris, whose parents were deported 
from Germany in 1938.  In an act of revenge, Grynszpan went to the 
German Embassy in Paris, where he shot and killed Third Secretary 
Ernst vom Rath.  Hitler used this crime as an excuse for Kristallnacht; 
however, plans for Kristallnacht had been underway for some time before 
Grynszpan’s act.

Himmler, Heinrich
One of the most powerful Nazis, second only to Adolf Hitler.  Himmler was 
the main planner of the “Final Solution,” the extermination of all European 
Jews.

Hitler, Adolf
The Fuehrer (leader) of the Nazi party and Nazi Germany.

Horthy, Miklos
Regent (leader) of Hungary from March, 1920, to October, 1944.
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Klibansky, Erich
A teacher at a Jewish high school in Cologne, Klibansky saved at least 
130 children by helping them go to England in the Kindertransport.

Leverton, Bertha
The founder of the reunion of Kindertransport children.

Mengele, Josef
An SS physician assigned to Auschwitz.  Dr. Mengele was infamous for 
his cruelty and medical experimentation on prisoners, especially on twins.  
He is frequently identified by survivors as the Nazi at the entrance to 
Auschwitz, making a selection of who would be sent to the right to work or 
to the left to die.  Also known as the Angel of Death.

Niemoller, Martin
A German Lutheran pastor and anti-Nazi theologian. He spent the last 
seven years of Nazi rule in concentration camps. Niemoller is best-known 
for the poem, “First they came ...”  The last line is, “Then, they came for 
me and there was no one left to speak out for me.”

Nietzsche, Friedrich
A 19th century German philosopher.  The Nazis used parts of Nietzsche’s 
philosophy to try to prove their points.

Oppenheimer, Deborah
The producer of “Into the Arms of Strangers”, a 2000 documentary of the 
Kindertransport.  Oppenheimer’s mother was one of the children rescued 
by the Kindertransport.

Roosevelt, Franklin D.
President of the United States from 1933 to 1945.  President Roosevelt 
died in office on April 12, 1945, shortly before the end of World War II.

Spielberg, Steven
An American film director, screenwriter, film producer, video game 
designer and studio executive.  In 1993 Spielberg won the Academy 
Award for Best Director for “Schindler’s List”.  The movie tells the true 
story of Oskar Schindler, an Austrian industrialist, who saved the lives of 
more than 1,000 Polish Jews by using them as workers in his factory.
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Vom Rath, Ernst
Third Secretary to the German Embassy in Paris in 1938.  Vom Rath was 
shot by Herschel Grynszpan, in an act of revenge, after his Polish Jewish 
parents were deported from Germany.  Hitler used this as an excuse for 
Kristallnacht; however, plans for the actions of Kristallnacht had been 
underway for some time before Grynszpan’s act.

Wallenberg, Raoul
A Swedish businessman, diplomat and humanitarian.  Wallenberg rescued 
thousands of Jews in Nazi-occupied Hungary from the Holocaust during 
the later stages of World War II.  He issued protective passports and 
sheltered Jews in buildings designated as Swedish territory.
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General Terms

Affidavit
A sworn statement in writing; for example, an immigration affidavit in which 
a sponsor swears that an immigrant will not be a financial burden to the 
government.

Alliance
A close association of nations, formed to advance common interests; for 
example, a military alliance to fight against a common enemy.

Barbarism
Savagely cruel behavior or conditions.

Bartering
Trading goods or services directly for other goods or services without 
using money.

Bigotry
Stubborn and complete intolerance of any person whose creed, belief, 
culture, ancestry or opinion differs from one’s own.  Also see Prejudice, 
Racism.

Border Patrol
A government agency which guards a border between two nations, 
enforcing laws on who is allowed to cross the border as well as what 
people are allowed to carry across the border.

Chancellor
The head of state in some governments.

Clandestine
Kept or done in secret, as clandestine activities.

Collaborate
To cooperate with an enemy occupation force in one’s country.

Communism
An ideology and political movement in which society is classless and there 
is no private ownership.
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Complicity
Acting as an accomplice in a crime or wrongful act.

Confiscation of Property
Forcibly or inappropriately taking property from the owner; for example, 
Nazi confiscation of Jewish property.

Consulate
An office of people working in a foreign country, who have been appointed 
by their government to look after its interests and citizens abroad.  People 
who head a Consulate are consuls.  Some of their duties include issuing 
visas, renewing passports, etc.

Curfew
An order establishing a specific time in the evening after which a certain 
group of people or all of the population may not be outdoors.

Defense Mechanism
Often used to deal with stress and anxiety, defense mechanisms are 
strategies used to cover up or change desires and wishes that may be 
difficult to express.  For example; a concentration camp prisoner not 
thinking about what had happened to his parents so he could concentrate 
on his own survival.  

Dehumanize
To treat people as if they are not human.

Diplomat
A person who has been appointed to represent a government in 
its relations with other governments.  A high-ranking diplomat is an 
Ambassador.  Ambassadors and diplomats work in an Embassy in a 
foreign country.  Also see Consulate.

Espionage
The act of spying to learn secret information; for example, spying by a 
government to learn the military secrets of another nation.

Falsified Document
A document that has been altered to prove something that is not true.
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Foster Family
A family that takes care of a child who is not theirs by birth or adoption; for 
example, a family that takes in a Kindertransport child.

Gendarme
A soldier who is employed on police duties, especially in France.

Green Card
A document which the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Services (INS) 
gives to non-citizens, allowing them to live and work in the US. 

Humiliate
To injure a person’s pride, dignity or self-respect.

Ideology
A set of beliefs that form the basis of a political, economic or other system.

Interrogation
The process of questioning an arrested person by authorities.

Occupied
Seized and controlled by military invasion.

Oppressor
A ruling government which imposes unjust or severe burdens.

Passive Acceptance
Accepting events or conditions without objection or resistance.

Prejudice
Hostile feelings, opinions, or attitudes towards a racial, religious, or 
national group.  Also see Bigotry, Racism.

Prisoner of War/POW
A person who is held in custody by an enemy power during or immediately 
after a war; for example, a captured enemy soldier.

Propaganda
Information, ideas, or rumors deliberately spread widely to help or harm a 
person, group, movement, institution, nation, or cause.
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Racism
A belief that differences between races determine individual traits and 
achievement; the belief that one’s own race is superior and has the right to 
rule others; hatred or intolerance of another race or other races.  Also see 
Bigotry, Prejudice.

Rationing
Controlled distribution of scarce resources, usually by a government 
restricting how much people are allowed to buy.

Red Cross
An international humanitarian organization.  

Relief Agency
An organization that provides help to people who are poor or who have 
been affected by a war or natural disaster.  The relief agency may help the 
needy people by giving them money or goods; it may also help them find 
jobs, housing, or educational resources.

Sadist
A person who gets pleasure from inflicting pain on others.

Steerage
Cheapest rate accommodations on a ship.

Terrorism
The calculated use of violence or threat of violence, intended to create 
fear and achieve a religious, political or ideological goal.

Underground
A secret organization working against a government in power, such as an 
occupying military government.

Visa
An official document authorizing entry into and travel within a particular 
country or region.
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Betty Gurfein Berliner was born in Pruchnik, Poland, in 
1924. Betty was about to start high school when the war 
broke out.  All Jews were forced to wear the Yellow Star, and 
there were many restrictive laws.

In 1941, Betty’s family was living in a small town about 20 
miles from the Russian border, and German soldiers were 
building barracks in preparation for the planned invasion 
of Russia.  Betty recalls that some of these soldiers were 
friendly to the Jews. 

Early one morning, Nazi officers took Betty’s father away.  
Betty ran after them and found her father and his captors 
at the jail in a nearby city.  When Betty’s father saw her, he 
motioned for her to go away.  Betty returned home and never 
saw her father again. 

On August 29, 1942, at about 2:00 a.m., there was a knock 
on the door.  The Nazis ordered Betty’s family to come 
immediately.  Betty tried to run away, but she was ordered 
onto the truck with her mother, one of her sisters, and two 
cousins.  Betty’s sister told Betty to be ready to jump at the 
earliest opportunity.  When the truck stopped briefly, Betty’s 
sister pushed her off the truck.

Betty hid in a ditch until the coast was clear. Avoiding the 
roads, she walked all day to another sister’s house in a 
nearby village.  When Betty arrived, she found that the family 
was getting ready to hide.  Her brother-in-law found
a temporary hiding place for Betty, where she stayed for 
about two weeks.  She changed hiding places frequently. 
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In January, 1943, Betty and one of her sisters found a 
hiding place in the attic of a farmhouse.  They hid there with 
another sister’s 4-year-old son, whose parents had already 
been murdered by the Nazis.  It was difficult to keep the child 
quiet in these cramped quarters, especially when everybody 
was hungry. One time Betty persuaded a friend to bring 
them one onion.  Her nephew still remembers this onion as a 
special treat, as it was the only fresh food he was able to eat 
for several years.

On August 29, 1944, the Russian Army invaded Poland.  
Betty and her family were liberated, but they were still afraid 
to leave the farmhouse.  Eventually, Betty’s sister worked 
up the courage to go to town and get news of what was 
happening.  On this outing, she met another Jewish family, 
who took them all in and made them comfortable.

After six months, they moved to Krakow, Poland, and then 
to Breslau (Wroclaw) in Russian-occupied Germany, where 
Betty was married and lived with her husband and nephew 
until the end of 1946.  Betty and a group of survivors 
were helped by representatives from Israel to escape to 
Czechoslovakia, then to Austria, and finally to a Displaced 
Persons (DP) camp in Germany, where Betty’s first child was 
born.  

The family came to the United States in 1950. 
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Betty Gurfein Berliner’s Video

1. Where was Betty Gurfein Berliner born?  How old was  
 she when the Nazis invaded?

2. What were some of the major restrictions forced upon  
 Betty and the other Jews by the Nazis?

3. Why was Betty, unlike some other Jewish girls, unable  
 to pass as a non-Jew?

4. How did some of the ordinary soldiers treat the Jews?

5. What happened to her family after her father was taken  
 away?

6. Describe Betty’s experiences during the deportation   
 from the ghetto.

7. How did one of her sisters help to save her life?

8. How was she hidden during this time?

9. Why did a poor woman agree to save Betty and her   
 nephew?  How did they manage to survive there?

10. How was Betty liberated and by whom?

11. What steps did it take for Betty to come to America?
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Max Edelman was born in Poland in 1922, in a small town 
of about 20,000 people. He was the youngest of five children 
in a devoutly religious family. Life was not fun for a Jewish 
kid. As a child, he and the other Jewish children were 
frequently beaten up by bullies. When they complained to 
police or other adults, nobody cared or did anything about 
it. Max describes a school incident when he received a B 
on a paper. The teacher admitted that if Max had not been 
Jewish, he would have earned a grade of A.

In September, 1939, the Nazis rolled through Max’s small 
town in Poland.  They murdered the rabbi when he 
refused to cooperate by desecrating the synagogue.  Then 
they demanded an exorbitant ransom to return the rabbi’s 
body for burial.  Max’s family was moved to a ghetto.

From the ghetto Max was sent to a small concentration camp 
with 300 other young Jews.  In the concentration camp he 
worked in an airplane factory.  Life was difficult there, with 
meager food and brutal treatment. 

On April 8, 1944, Max was beaten senseless and left for 
dead. His brother and friend found him and helped him back 
to the barracks. Max’s left eye was gone, and his right eye 
was injured. His friend and brother helped cover up for him, 
so that he could continue to work with his injured eye.

Two months later, the prisoners were moved to Flossenberg, 
where they worked in another airplane factory. By this time, 
Max was totally blind, and he had to stop working.  At this 
time, his barracks supervisor, Erich, a non-Jewish German 
national and a fellow prisoner, made the decision to protect 
him.  Erich created a hiding place in the barracks for Max, a 
place where the Nazi guards would not look for him. 
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On April 15, 1945, the Nazis evacuated Flossenberg and 
took the prisoners on a death march.  Again, Max was 
helped by his brother and his friend.  On the fifth day of the 
march, Max wanted to give up. His friend convinced him 
to go on by reminding Max that it was Hitler’s birthday and 
asking, “Would you give him your life as a birthday present?”  
On April 23, 1945, the American Army caught up with the 
death march and liberated the prisoners.

On his first day of freedom, sitting in a comfortable chair in a 
farmhouse, Max realized for the first time what it meant to be 
blind.  Max owed his life to his brother and friend; yet, at this 
point, he wasn’t sure if he should be grateful to them or if he 
should despise them for it.

After liberation, Max received training to become a physical 
therapist at a school for the blind in Germany.  He got 
married, and finally, in 1951, Max and his wife, Barbara, 
immigrated to the United States.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Max Edelman’s Video

1. Why does Max feel that it is important for young people 
to learn about the Holocaust? Does he believe that the 
Holocaust can happen again…why or why not?

2. What did Max learn from the assignment he was given 
in his school?

3. What were some of the immediate events that 
happened in his Polish town when the Nazis took over?

4. What were some experiences that the Jews had once 
they were forced into a ghetto?

5. When Max and his brother were deported they were 
fortunate in where they were sent.  Why?

6. What were the living conditions in the first camp where 
Max and his brother were sent? What kind of work did 
Max do at this camp?

7. What incident caused Max’s blindness? How was Max 
able to survive this incident?

8. When Max and the other prisoners were transferred 
from this first camp his eyesight was deteriorated.  He 
experienced total blindness two months later. What 
courageous actions saved his life at his second camp?

9. What were some of the problems for Max at the time of 
his liberation by American troops? How was he able to 
handle these problems?

10. Max talked about the courageous actions of Erich, one 
of his guardian angels, in saving his life. What did this 
show Max about some non-Jewish Germans as well as 
other Righteous Gentiles?
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Esther Gelbart Frank was born in Poland in 1927 and 
had two sisters and a brother.  On September 1, 1939, 
the Nazis invaded Poland and bombed her town.  Esther 
and her younger brother and sister attempted to escape 
on a neighbor’s wagon until they were separated from the 
neighbor.  Facing great danger, they returned home on their 
own and learned that two of their uncles had been murdered.

Immediately, life changed dramatically for the Jews.  
Because Jewish children were not allowed to go to school, 
Esther and her siblings were tutored at home.  All Jewish 
men were ordered to clean up the bombed areas of the 
town.  Esther’s father was beaten for refusing to bow to 
the Nazis.  Esther’s family was forced to move to a ghetto, 
where eight people lived in one room.

Hitler’s goal was to make Europe Judenrein (cleansed of 
Jews).  In 1941, Esther’s father was arrested and the family 
never saw him again.  To save the two youngest children, 
Esther’s mother sent them to another city.  Esther and her 
mother followed them on a very dangerous train trip.  They 
removed their yellow stars and had no identification papers.  
They arrived at a new ghetto surrounded by a very high 
fence.

On Yom Kippur of 1942, the Jews heard that the ghetto was 
to be liquidated.  Esther escaped by climbing over the high 
fence.  Her mother’s last words to her were, “Remember to 
save yourself, and if you do, tell everybody what they did to 
us.”  Esther returned to her hometown, where she survived 
by registering for a work camp.

In June, 1943, the Germans rounded up all of the Jews and 
sent them to Blechhammer.  From there Esther was shipped 
to another camp where she worked in a factory.  She lived 
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in a barracks with 40 other women, supervised by a vicious, 
inhumane 19-year-old female guard.  Once, Esther was 
beaten severely for stealing potatoes. 

By 1944 the camp had grown to 1,100 inmates, 500 of whom 
had been transferred from Auschwitz.  The new prisoners 
told the others about the crematoria, but it was hard to 
believe.

The prisoners had known for several months that the 
Russians were coming to liberate the camp.  On May 
8, 1945, the camp gates were open and there were no 
Germans around.  Esther looted food from a bakery and 
butcher. Back at the camp, her brother-in-law warned her to 
eat just a little bit because she had been starved for so long.

Hoping to immigrate to the United States, Esther moved to 
the American Zone.  She arrived in the U.S. in 1949 at the 
age of 22.  Thrilled by the sight of the Statue of Liberty, she 
kissed the ground as she disembarked.  

Esther’s final advice to today’s students is, “Stay in school.  
Get a good education, and do the best you can, because life 
is precious.”
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Esther Gelbart Frank’s Video

1. Esther was 12 years old when the Nazis invaded. 
What are two examples from the very beginning of her 
testimony when she is forced to act as an adult?

2. Throughout her testimony, Esther describes times 
when she and her family were helped by non-Jews.  
What are several examples of this?

3. Why was it necessary for Esther and her sisters to 
hide her father?

4. In the ghetto, Esther and her family were forced to live 
in one room. How many of them were living in this one 
room?

5. How did Esther’s brother save himself at Auschwitz?

6. When Esther and her sisters were sent to another 
camp, where were they sent to work?

7. How did the German workers help out the Jewish girls 
at the factory?

8. What group of soldiers liberated Esther and the other 
prisoners?

9. What did the leader of those who liberated them tell 
the released inmates to do?  How did Esther react to 
this?

10. What is Esther’s message to all young people?
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Gita Engel Frankel was born in 1925 in Kalisz, Poland.  Her 
family included her father, her mother, and her two brothers.  
In Kalisz she attended a strict Catholic school because her 
parents wanted her to mingle with non-Jews.

Kalisz was the first part of Poland invaded by the Nazis. In 
1939 Gita’s family was driven from their home to Zdunska 
Wola, where her mother had been born.  Soon the Nazis 
invaded Zdunska Wola and created a ghetto, concentrating 
about 8,000 Jews into three streets.  For two years, the 
Nazis rationed food, imposed curfews, rounded up the young 
people, and forced the residents to dig ditches for mass 
graves.  

In September, 1942, the Jews in Zdunska Wola were forced 
to march to a Jewish cemetery for a “selection.”  To the right 
meant death.  To the left meant staying alive.  Gita’s 12-year-
old younger brother was sent to “the side for death.”  As 
Gita’s father stepped out of line in an attempt to reach his 
younger son, he was shot dead in front of his family.  

Gita and her mother and older brother traveled on crowded 
railroad cars for three days to the Lodz ghetto.  The strict 
rations and intense hunger in the ghetto caused Gita’s older 
brother to grow weak and die of starvation.   

Eventually Gita and her mother were deported to Auschwitz, 
where they saw the flames from the crematoria and smelled 
the burning of human flesh.  They were stripped of their 
clothing and had to stand naked in front of a man who Gita 
later suspected was the infamous Dr. Joseph Mengele, who 
was in charge of deciding who would live and who would die.  
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Gita and her mother were selected to live, but Gita believes 
they were not slated to live long because they did not receive 
number tattoos on their arms.  Instead they were given 
fabric with their numbers written on them; Gita’s number was 
88,911.  

Gita and her mother suffered through several other labor 
camps.  At Stutthof there weren’t even bunks to sleep in.  
Ultimately Gita was taken alone to Praust, where she worked 
making cement runways. 

As the war was nearing its end, the prisoners could hear 
Russian planes overhead.  Miraculously, Gita and her 
mother were reunited just before guards rounded everyone 
up for a forced march through the snow.  The prisoners were 
hiding in a barn when the Russians found and liberated 
them.

After liberation, Gita was very sick and spent the next year 
and a half in a hospital and another year in a rehabilitation 
center.  She and her mother returned to Poland but 
discovered that nothing was left of their old lives. They 
moved on to a Displaced Persons (DP) camp in Germany.  
There Gita met her husband, married, trained as a dental 
technician, and had two children.  

The family came to the United States in 1957.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Gita Engel Frankel’s Video

1. Why does Gita Frankel feel that she never was a young 
person?

2. After walking 50 kilometers from their hometown, 
Kaliscz, Gita and her family were in a ghetto 
concentrated in three streets.  What are her memories 
of that time?

3. When the Jews were marched to the cemetery, what 
happened to her father?  What happened to her 12- 
year-old brother?

4. Soon, Gita, her mother and older brother were taken to 
the Lodz Ghetto.  What was Gita’s job in the ghetto?

5. How did Gita’s 21-year-old brother, Yosef Leib, suffer 
in the ghetto?  What happened to him?

6. What are Gita’s memories of her arrival and 
imprisonment in Auschwitz?

7. What were the conditions in the next labor camp 
where she and her mother were separated?

8. How did the miraculous meeting of Gita and her 
mother occur in another concentration camp?

9. How did Gita and her mother survive the March of 
Death?

10. How did Gita’s faith sustain her through her sufferings 
during the Holocaust?

11. What has been Gita’s mission for the decades since 
the Holocaust?
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Roman Frayman was born in Sosnowiec, Poland, in March 
1938.  The Nazis invaded Poland in 1939, but life continued 
as normally as possible for Roman and his family until 1941.

In 1941 the Nazis rounded up the Jews of Sosnowiec and 
took them to the Srodula ghetto. Roman’s family was in 
Srodula for a few months. During this time, his mother had 
another baby.

When Roman was 3½ years old, the inhabitants of Srodula 
were sent to a nearby work-camp, about a mile away.  The 
Nazis considered children to be useless and routinely killed 
them.  Roman’s parents made plans to try to save their 
children.

Roman’s mother befriended a doctor, who gave her a 
sleeping pill for the baby.  The plan was that the baby would 
sleep for about 12 hours at home while Roman and his 
parents marched to the work camp.  Then Roman’s father 
would go back to the house and get the baby.  Tragically, 
when he went back to the house, the baby was gone.  When 
Roman’s mother learned of this, she became hysterical.

While Roman’s parents marched to the work camp, they 
put Roman between them and covered him with a blanket.  
Roman’s toes were bleeding, because he was walking 
barefoot on stones.  He did not cry because if they heard 
him, the Nazis would have shot him. 

At the work camp, Roman’s mother immediately began to 
hide him -- in boots, hanging on a wall in a potato sack, and 
in a suitcase under a bed. 
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While hiding in the boots one day, he saw flashes of light 
– from a stabbing bayonet that the Nazis used to search 
out people who might be hiding.  Roman feels that it is 
miraculous that the bayonet went through air and not through 
him. 

A German woman whom Roman’s mother had befriended 
smuggled Roman out of the work camp to the home of Maria 
Balagova, a Polish Catholic woman.  Maria hid Roman in 
her apartment from 1941 until the end of the war in 1945.  
While Roman lived with Maria, she took him to church and 
raised him as a Catholic.  One day, Nazis broke into the 
apartment looking for Jews in hiding.  Roman was wearing 
a long child’s nightgown.  If they had ordered Maria to lift 
his nightgown, the Nazis would have seen that he was 
circumcised, known that he was a Jew, and killed him and 
his guardian.  Roman did not know that his mother was 
hiding nearby in a rain barrel in the basement of Maria’s 
apartment building. 

Roman’s family was liberated by a Russian soldier. After 
three or four months, they moved to a Displaced Persons 
(DP) camp in Germany.  In 1949, at the age of 11, Roman 
and his parents immigrated to the United States.  He had 
never been to school, did not know English, was ignorant 
about American customs, and did not dress like the other 
children.  The other children teased him and were very cruel.  
Roman worked hard to graduate with his class and to start 
college when he was 18. 
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Roman Frayman’s Video

1. How old was Roman when the Nazis invaded Poland?

2. Why do some people question his memory of the 
events right after the Nazis came to his town?  How 
does he explain why he does remember so clearly?

3. When the family was being moved to a work camp, 
what did his parents do with his younger brother? 
Why? What happened to him?

4. What were some of the ways that Roman was hidden 
by his mother in the work camp? What is one memory 
that he has of this experience?

5. How did a Polish woman save his life? 

6. How did his “looks” help him to survive as a hidden 
child with this Polish woman and her family?

7. What physical characteristic could have given Roman  
away as being Jewish?

8. Where was his mother being hidden during this time?

9. After liberation why did he and his family leave 
Poland? Where did they go?

10. When they came to the United States, why was Roman 
fearful of the first school that he attended?  Why was 
this so? What lesson does he want students to learn 
from this experience?
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Arnold Friedman was born in 1927 in a small village in 
Czechoslovakia.  His family of two brothers and two sisters 
soon moved to the more cosmopolitan city of Mukachevo in 
the Ukraine. 

Arnold’s early life in Mukachevo was safe and ordinary.  
He went to public school and to synagogue, played 
sports, spent time with his friends, and celebrated his Bar 
Mitzvah.  In 1939 Nazi storm troopers attacked Poland and 
Czechoslovakia.

In 1941 the Germans confiscated all goods and severely 
limited all civil rights for Jews, sympathizers, Gypsies, and all 
human beings considered “marginal” by the Nazis.  Tens of 
thousands were killed in attacks.  All news had been cut off, 
so citizens only knew about what was happening from the 
Nazi propaganda shown in movie theaters or taught in the 
schools. 

One day in 1944, the Nazis organized a raid during which 
Arnold was beaten for trying to defend his father.  The 
community was marched into the synagogue, where Torah 
scrolls were burned and Jews were beaten.  The Nazis 
created a ghetto in Mukachevo, where Jews and Gypsies 
were confined to living in a small area that was walled off 
and connected to the city only by secured gates.

Later, Jews from the ghetto were sent to Auschwitz, where 
Arnold remembers barking dogs, smoke from the crematoria, 
the smell of burning flesh, and mountains of suitcases.  A 
“selection” began for the deportees after they arrived at 
Auschwitz.Being sent “to the right” meant hard work and a 
chance to live; “to the left” meant death through inhumane 
experiments or the gas chambers.  
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Arnold was sent to the left until he heard his younger 
brother’s voice urging him to cross to the right.  An 
inattentive guard “permitted” the move. 

In 1945 Arnold was moved with 1,000 others to a labor camp 
in Silesia.  There he worked for nine months in the quarries 
pounding huge boulders into pieces of gravel. 

The Russians and Americans were beginning to defeat the 
Nazis and liberate the camps.  Arnold escaped after the 
Americans bombed a Nazi train.  He hid in the middle of a 
haystack and found potatoes that had been stored there by 
farmers. 

The Red Cross connected him with Jewish agencies that 
helped him find his brothers. They were able to contact their 
grandfather in the United States. 

Arnold immigrated to Cleveland, Ohio, in 1948.  He and 
his wife Betty had four children, nine grandchildren, and 
four great-grandchildren.  Arnold devoted much of his later 
life talking to people, especially young people, about his 
experiences.  

Arnold Friedman died on December 22, 2007.  He believed 
that if we could stop hate and insanity, the world would be a 
beautiful place.  To Arnold the world remained the same – it’s 
the people in it that create the difference.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Arnold Friedman’s Video

1. Where was Arnold born? What was the makeup of his 
town?

2. How large was his family? What were his experiences 
with anti-Semitism when he was a child?

3. Before 1944, what did Arnold and the other Jews in 
his town know about what the Nazis were doing to the 
Jews in other countries?

4. How did Arnold describe the scene in his town when 
in 1944 the Nazis began a roundup?

5. Describe the scene in the synagogue when the Nazis 
attacked it.

6. Why were Jews in his town afraid to go to the 
hospital?

7. Where were Arnold and his family sent?

8. What was “Canada”?

9. How many camps was Arnold in?  What unusual 
experience did Arnold have in the “shed” (gas 
chamber)?

10. How did Arnold describe the death march on which he 
was forced to participate?

11. Describe Arnold’s liberation and what followed for 
him.
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Betty Potash Gold grew up in the small town of 
Trochenbrod, Poland, which was almost entirely Jewish.  
Rumors came to their town that the Nazis were killing Jews 
in western Poland, but most Jews did not believe it would 
happen to them.  However, her father and his cousin built a 
series of hiding places for the family -- just in case.  

Betty was nine years old when the Nazis came to her town.  
All the Jews were ordered to the center of town with only 
what they could carry.  Betty went with her grandmother 
but couldn’t see the rest of her family.  Betty escaped the 
Nazi roundup and found the rest of her family in one of the 
prepared hiding spots.  They had to be very quiet to escape 
the Nazi searches; Betty’s cousin’s wife was forced to 
strangle her own baby so that any crying would not endanger 
the lives of the rest of the family.  The Nazis shot all the Jews 
in the town center, including Betty’s grandmother.  

Betty and her family spent the entire war hiding in the woods.  
Betty was in charge of stealing and scrounging food for her 
family.  One day the family heard that some Jews were still 
alive, working for the Nazis in town.  Driven by hunger, they 
decided to go back to town, but before they reached it, they 
heard the sounds of the Jews still in town being murdered.  
Betty’s family had escaped a second massacre.  

A Christian friend of the family knew of their hiding spot and 
would occasionally bring food and information.  Once he 
warned the family that their hiding spot had been discovered.  
They went to another cave, where another group of Jews 
was hiding, but there was no room for more people there.  
Betty’s family, with no other options, was forced to go back to 
their own cave.  The next day they found out that their friend 
had been misinformed.  It was the other cave which had 
been found, and the Jews in that cave had been killed.  
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Betty’s family was now so close to starvation that they were 
forced to go back to town, hoping to work for the Nazis in 
return for a cup of weak soup every day.  However, the 
Nazis used the holy day of Yom Kippur (the Jewish Day of 
Atonement), to attempt to massacre all the remaining Jews.  
Betty and her family ran through a shower of bullets to 
escape back to the woods.  After that, the family found safety 
living in a swamp.

One day the family was caught by soldiers and thought that 
their time had come; however, these soldiers were Russian 
partisans, not Nazis.  Her family worked for the Russian 
partisans until the end of the war, and her older brother died 
in the Russian Army.  

After the war, her family stayed in a Displaced Persons (DP) 
camp in Austria until they came to the United States in 1946.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Betty Potash Gold’s Video

1. Where was Betty Potash Gold born?  What was unusual 
about this town as compared to others around it?

2. Why didn’t the people in her town believe the reports 
of Nazi killings in other towns and cities?

3. In what ways did Betty’s father prepare for the 
possible coming of the Nazis to their town?

4. What were some of the issues that Betty’s family faced 
behind the fake wall?  What was Betty’s cousin forced 
to do to keep everyone else safe?

5. Where was the second place Betty and her family hid?

6. What was life like in this second hiding place and what 
special job was Betty given and why?

7. Describe two of the three miracles to which Betty 
attributes the family’s survival.

8. How and by whom were Betty and her family 
liberated? 

9. What kind of life did Betty’s family have after being 
liberated and before coming to the United States?

10. How was it possible for Betty and her family to come 
to the United States and in particular, to Cleveland, 
Ohio?
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Erika Taubner Gold was born in 1932 in Budapest, 
Hungary.  When she was four years old, her parents hired 
a German governess.  One of the governess’s duties was 
to teach Erika to speak German.  Because Erika already 
did not trust Germans, she did not cooperate; when her 
governess spoke to her in German, Erika answered in 
Hungarian.

Hungarian schools had a quota system for Jews. Erika’s 
father could have enrolled her in a Hungarian school, but 
she insisted on attending a Jewish school.  Erika’s parents 
listened to Radio Free Europe on short wave radio; since 
Erika was very much aware that this was illegal, she did not 
tell anybody.
 
Erika recalls a happy childhood filled with school and other 
activities.  By the time the Nazis took over Hungary in 1944, 
the borders were closed and there was nowhere to go.  A 
few of her aunts and uncles left Hungary in time, but most 
Hungarian Jews did not foresee the danger.

On March 19, 1944, Germany occupied Hungary, and the 
Nazis started to round up Jews.  By April 1, all Jews had 
to wear the Yellow Star.  Restrictive laws were passed, 
and Erika’s father had to close his store and go to a work 
camp close to Budapest.  He was able to come home some 
weekends and felt that his life was not in danger. 

In July, Erika and her mother had to vacate their apartment 
and move in with an aunt.  There was a “one room per 
family” rule, which unfortunately included all rooms, even 
bathrooms. 
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Miklós Horthy, Hungary’s head of state, did not cooperate 
with the Nazis and was trying to help Hungary’s Jews.  
On October 15, 1944, Horthy was overthrown and replaced 
with Ferenc Szalasi.  Under Szalasi’s regime, all women 
between the ages of 18 and 40 were ordered to register, 
including Erika’s mother.  The Nazis did not have time to 
register all the women who showed up on the first day and 
Erika’s mother refused to return the following day. 

For a number of weeks, Erika and her mother worked, 
lived, and slept in a factory making soldiers’ uniforms. This 
work saved them from being sent away.  Upon learning 
that Erika’s father was going to be deported, Erika’s mother 
saved him by sending him a false visa obtained from a 
diplomat in Budapest. 

On December 1, 1944, Nazis came to the factory where 
Erika and her mother were working and took everybody 
away.  When they stopped at a crowded marketplace, Erika 
and her mother jumped off the truck.  They walked to the 
apartment of their former housekeeper, who hid them for 
six weeks until liberation, despite much personal danger to 
herself. 

Erika and her mother were liberated by Russians on January 
15, 1945, and after a few days, they were miraculously 
reunited with Erika’s father.  The family came to the United 
States in 1950.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Erika Taubner Gold’s Video

1. According to Erika, what were the differences between 
adult and child survivors during this time?

2. How did Erika react to the restrictions on Jewish 
children during this time?

3. Why were Hungarian Jews better off during this time?

4. Why was she given a German governess, and how did 
Erika react to her and why?

5. How were the Nazis officially able to take over 
Hungary, and what were some of the immediate 
actions against Jews?

6. Why were Erika and her mother forced from their 
apartment? 

7. What happened to Erika’s grandparents and other 
relatives during this time?  What did Erika know about 
this?

8. Why was Erika’s mother saved from a registration?

9. What were Erika and her mother forced to do?  Where 
was her father during this time?

10. How were Erika and her mother able to escape a 
roundup?  Where did they go?

11. What steps did it take for Erika and her parents to 
leave Hungary and to eventually come to Cleveland?
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Sarkas Herskovits, later to become Zev Harel, was born 
in 1930, and grew up in a small village in Hungary.  His 
hero was his 86-year old grandfather, who taught him rural 
skills, such as chopping wood.  When Zev was 10 years 
old, his family moved to a nearby city.  About this time, the 
authorities began to impose “restriction after restriction” on 
the Jews.  Zev spent the next four years, between the ages 
of 10 and 14, working at forced manual labor.

In 1944, when Zev was 14, his family was sent to a ghetto 
and from there to Auschwitz.  Zev remembers the stench 
of burning bodies.  He survived the selection process by 
lying about his age, saying he was 17.  After a few days in 
Auschwitz, Zev was sent to Mauthausen in Austria and from 
there to Ebensee.  During his time at Ebensee, Zev worked 
on two work details.  The first was in a quarry, loading trucks 
with construction materials.  The second was working in a 
tunnel with an air hammer, building an underground factory 
for military equipment. 

The daily routine was grueling.  As soon as the early morning 
alarm sounded, Zev washed up.  The inmates marched to 
their work details and performed their slave labor.  At the end 
of the day, they marched back.  Every day there were some 
inmates who didn’t make it.  At the end of each day, Zev 
thought to himself, “Well, I’m still here. I’ll do what I can to 
get through another day.”

On May 5, 1945, American soldiers liberated Ebensee.  As 
Zev was leaving the camp, weakened by typhoid, he fell into 
a ditch.  A black American soldier picked him up and drove 
him to a hospital in Linz, a nearby town. 
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After Zev was strong enough to leave the hospital, he went 
back to his hometown, where he met his brother.  Together 
they traveled to a Displaced Persons (DP) camp in Germany.  
At the DP camp, Zev joined the Palestine Jewish Brigade 
and moved to Israel.  Again he lied about his age, saying he 
was 18.  In this way Zev was able to fight in the Israeli War 
of Independence.

In Israel he continued his education, which had been 
interrupted by the Nazis.  First he took high school 
equivalency classes and earned a high school diploma at the 
age of 30. Then he enrolled in Hebrew University, where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree at the age of 33.  

Next he came to the United States for a fellowship program 
at the University of Michigan.  Zev earned his master’s 
degree there. He met his wife at the University of Michigan 
and decided to remain and settle in the United States.  He 
earned his doctorate at Washington University in St. Louis.  

Finally Zev settled in Cleveland, Ohio, where he was a 
professor at Cleveland State University until his retirement.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Zev Harel’s Video

1. Where was Zev born?

2. How much schooling did he have and why was it 
stopped?

3. What were some of the restrictions placed on Zev and 
his family by the Nazis?

4. What tasks did Zev learn growing up that helped him 
to survive?

5. Describe some of Zev’s memories of his arrival at 
Auschwitz.  What life-saving advice was he given? 

6. What kind of food were Zev and other inmates given?

7. What act by the daughter of the quarry owner showed 
that not all Germans or Austrians were evil?

8. Who liberated Zev and the other prisoners on May 5th?  
What was unusual about the way that he was helped at 
the time of liberation?

9. How many members of his family managed to survive?

10. Where did Zev want to go and why?  Where did he go? 

11. What involvement did he have in the birth of the new 
State of Israel?

12. Why did Zev eventually come to the United States and 
why did he stay?
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Jacob Hennenberg was born in 1924 in Oswiecim, Poland, 
the town which was later renamed Auschwitz by the Nazis.  
His mother died a month before his bar mitzvah.  About 
a year later, Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia attacked 
Poland.  

In 1939 all civilians were ordered to leave the town. Jacob, 
his father, and Jacob’s four older sisters (two with babies), 
went to Krakow.  Then Jacob and his father walked 500 
miles to the east. Jacob’s father did not want to stay in 
Russian territory, so they walked back.  To avoid being 
recognized as Jewish, his father reluctantly agreed to allow 
Jacob to cut his father’s long beard and sidelocks. Jacob 
remarked, “I had to do to my father what the Nazis were 
doing to our people.” 

When they returned, all Jews had to wear an armband 
with the Yellow Star. Nazis called it the “Badge of Shame.”  
Jacob’s father said his family would wear a “Badge of 
Honor.”  His sisters embroidered beautiful Jewish stars, and 
ever since, Jacob has used the star design as a symbol of 
his family. 

His first forced labor job was cleaning the old barracks and 
stables of the Polish Army. This was the area that became 
the death camp Auschwitz.  The prison held hundreds of 
prisoners, many of them Catholic priests and nuns.  In 1941 
all the Jewish inhabitants of the town had to leave and go to 
a ghetto, where the family was assigned to one room. 

A Nazi guard came to the room and ordered Jacob’s father 
to leave; Jacob volunteered to go in his place.  It was the last 
time he saw his father and three of his sisters.  He was taken 
to six forced labor camps and one concentration camp.  He 
traded his warm blanket to a soldier; in exchange, the soldier 
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took Jacob’s photograph and mailed it home to his family.  
Both of them could have been killed for this strictly forbidden 
act.

In one camp, a “doctor” made a “selection,” and Jacob had a 
T painted on his back, for “tauglich,” meaning “able to work.”  
U meant “untauglich,” or “unable to work.” 

The guards in the forced labor camps were police, while the 
guards in the concentration camps were SS.  When he was 
in Waldenburg, Jacob was issued striped pants and jacket, 
wooden shoes, and a tattooed number.  Jacob’s number 
was 64242 – the digits add up to the number 18, which 
represents chai (life) in Hebrew. Jacob survived by putting 
his “mind someplace else” and concentrating on food and 
survival. 

Jacob was liberated by the Russians in 1945 and 
came to the United States in 1949 with a wife and baby, 
penniless and homeless, and not speaking English.  He 
never told his son about his experiences during the 
war, but many years later began to write articles, which 
his granddaughter typed for him.  He is grateful for the 
opportunities his adopted country has offered him.  
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Jacob Hennenberg’s Video

1. What was Jacob’s home town called when he was 
born? What did the Nazis later call this town?

2. Why was Jacob’s town one of the first to be taken over 
by the Nazi forces?

3. Jacob talks of two times as a 15-year-old when he 
attempted to save his father. What were they?

4. Give an example of a courageous act performed by 
one of Jacob’s sisters. 

5. Jacob was sent to a number of different camps. How 
many were there and what were the names?

6. Give two examples of when Jacob was actually helped 
by a guard or kapo in the camps.

7. What was the significance of the marking of a “T” or 
“U” during a selection in the camp?

8. Why was Jacob so anxious that his number in the 
camp be 18?

9. What kind of attitude did Jacob have while going 
through the camps? Why do you think this attitude 
was so import for his survival?

10.  What is the message expressed by Jacob in the poem 
that he read at the end of his talk?
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Lissa Kane Keller was born in 1931 in a tiny farming village 
in the Black Forest of Germany, where there were very 
few Jews.  The household included Lissa, her parents and 
her grandparents. Before Hitler came to power, she had a 
normal and very happy childhood.

One day when Lissa was 7 years old, she went to school as 
usual, but the teacher stood in the doorway blocking it with 
her arms spread out and said, “You can’t come in.”  When 
Lissa asked why, she was told that it was because she was 
a Jew.  Lissa went home crying, thinking she had done 
something wrong.

After that day, Lissa’s former friends were her enemies.  
They wore brown shirts (the uniform of the Nazi youth 
group), called her names, and threw stones at her.  
Everything changed very quickly. Lissa was forced to wear 
the Yellow Star.  Signs on park benches read, “No dogs and 
no Jews.”  Jews were not allowed to walk on the sidewalk 
and had to walk in the street.

One day there was a family discussion about the situation.  
Lissa’s father insisted that Hitler wouldn’t be able to wipe 
out all of the Jews and that the bad times would pass.  But 
her grandfather insisted that it would not blow over, noting 
that Hitler meant to erase Jews from the face of the earth 
because they were Jews. 

Strict rules about immigrating to the United States forced 
potential immigrants to the US to have a sponsor who would 
promise financial support.  Emigrants from Germany also 
had to take a number, because of the emigration quota 
system. 
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Lissa’s uncle agreed to sponsor her family.  Her 
grandparents took numbers and urged her parents to do the 
same.  Lissa’s father refused, not wanting to start over again 
in a new country at age 42.

On November 9, 1938, Kristallnacht, a night of organized 
violence against Jews, synagogues and Jewish-owned 
businesses, the Nazis burned down the town’s only 
synagogue.  Lissa was in bed when the world seemed to 
light up in flames.  Her grandfather ran to the synagogue 
to rescue the Torah and other Jewish artifacts.  The Nazis 
burned Jewish books and danced around the fire.

At this time Lissa’s father was in a large city.  He was 
ordered to show his identity paper, which had a large “J” (for 
Jude/Jew).  Because he was a Jew, he was arrested and 
taken to Dachau.  At this point Lissa’s parents knew that 
the situation was serious.  Her grandparents gave up their 
immigration numbers to her parents.  Lissa’s father was 
released from Dachau, and the family was allowed to leave 
Germany.  Later her grandparents died in concentration 
camps.

Lissa’s family came to the U.S. on a ship from Holland.  They 
smuggled out her grandfather’s pocket watch, which is very 
valuable to her.  Now her grown son has the pocket watch.  
Lissa is very grateful to her grandparents, who gave up their 
lives so that she could live. 
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Lissa Kane Keller’s Video

1. Describe the town in Germany where Lissa was born.

2. What event changed Lissa’s relationship with her 
friends and her school?

3. How did Lissa’s father and grandfather disagree over 
Hitler and the Nazi policies towards Jews?

4. What did all Jewish adults have to carry with them in 
Germany?

5. Why was Lissa’s father sent to Dachau?

6. What happened in Lissa’s town during Kristallnacht?

7. What great sacrifice did Lissa’s grandparents make for 
her and her parents?

8. What were some of the restrictions placed on what 
Jews could take out of Germany?

9. How were Lissa and her parents able to come to the 
United States and to Cleveland in particular?

10. What is the message that Lissa wants to leave with all 
that hear her story?
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Joseph Klein was born in 1929 in a small village in a part 
of Czechoslovakia that later became Hungary.  His family 
consisted of his parents and six siblings – three brothers and 
three sisters. 

After 1938, Jewish families were not able to send their 
children to school or own books or businesses, and food was 
scarce.  Things got worse in 1944, when the families were 
assembled in a ghetto near their hometown for a few days 
and then transported by cattle cars, “packed like sardines,” 
to Auschwitz.  Joseph was 15 years old at that time.  

As they got off the train, a Nazi officer, perhaps the infamous 
Dr. Joseph Mengele, sent women and children (including 
Joseph’s mother and sister) to the left.  Guards said that to 
the left there would be showers, but in fact, those sent to 
the left went to the gas chambers.  Those strong enough 
to work went to the right as slave labor.  Joseph feels that 
he was lucky to survive.  He attributes his survival in part to 
the relatively short time (one year) during which he had to 
endure terrible conditions and to the fact that he was young 
and adaptable. 

Joseph was assigned to a work force, and then he was sent 
to Buchenwald to work in a petroleum refinery near Leipzig, 
Germany.  Food was a scant bowl of watery soup.  Prisoner-
workers were housed in barracks with three to five people 
on one small wooden slab for each bed. The barracks were 
surrounded by electric-wired fences, armed Nazi guards, and 
watchtowers manned by guards with machine guns.  In the 
spring, they were again transported, by coal cars this time, to 
a destination unknown. The Allies were bombing the trains, 
and in the confusion, some prisoners were killed. Joseph 
and others leapt off the train and ran into the fields.  
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However he and the others were caught by young soldiers, 
who treated them brutally.  The entire group was on a forced 
death march for days until they arrived at Theresienstadt.  
Joseph wanted to give up on the march but a friend from 
his hometown encouraged him and kept him going.  Of the 
original 3,500 people who started the march, only about 
1,250 survived. 

In May, 1945, the prisoners at Theresienstadt were liberated 
by the Russians; however, many of these survivors were so 
weakened by starvation that they contracted typhoid.  Many 
died of typhoid fever, but Joseph recovered and was sent to 
London as an orphaned child.

In England Joseph learned to speak English and was trained 
to do typesetting. He was also then “adopted” by a family 
and remained with them for several years before he came 
to the United States.  One year after he arrived in the United 
States, he was drafted into the US Army to serve in the 
Korean War.  When he returned, he started working in his 
trade as a typesetter.  

He traveled to Israel in 1958, where he met his wife 
and married.   They have two adult daughters and five 
grandchildren.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Joseph Klein’s Video

1. What question does Joseph always ask of himself? 
what is his answer? 

2. Where was Joseph born? How did the Nazi takeover of 
his country affect his childhood?

3. Why was Joseph better able to withstand the journey 
to Auschwitz in 1944 than his parents?

4. Why was Joseph able to survive rather than his 
parents and younger siblings?

5. How long was Joseph in Auschwitz and where was he 
sent from there?

6. How long did Joseph spend in concentration camps? 
Why was this shorter than for others?

7. Describe the conditions in his new work camp.

8. What happened to the transport that Joseph was on in 
Spring 1945? 

9. What was their eventual destination and who liberated 
them?

10. What problem did Joseph and other survivors face 
after liberation?

11. Would you say that Joseph’s answer to his initial 
question is correct? Why? Give examples.

12. What demand does Joseph make of all who listen to 
his story?
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Jack Kleinman was born in 1925 and was raised in a 
Jewish home in the Cleveland area.  At the age of 18 he 
enlisted in the army.  Being very fluent in Yiddish enabled 
him to understand the German language, and he became a 
translator.  

Jack is very proud of his Jewish background and introduces 
himself saying, “Ich bin a Yiddin” (“I am a Jew” in Yiddish).  
When the war was over he should have been discharged 
and recognized for his Purple Heart.  Instead by some 
accident, the army sent him to Garansweiler, Germany, to 
help young survivors.  Jack feels that this assignment was 
b’shert (meant to be or fated). 

Jack was assigned 12 young people who had lost their 
relatives in the Holocaust and had nowhere to go.  The 
young people ranged in age from 16 to 28 years old.  
They were the sole survivors of their Polish village.  All 
were emaciated and recovering from diphtheria and other 
diseases.  Jack and his group were responsible for providing 
food, clothing and shelter for these Holocaust survivors.  

Jack and others assigned to this duty brought the young 
people to Regensburg, where they disregarded some of the 
rules imposed upon them.  A very stringent rule was that 
no one other than military personnel could wear military 
uniforms. Because the survivors did not have warm clothing 
to protect them, Jack ignored the rules about uniforms.  
Instead, Jack asked his friends and parents in Cleveland 
to send packages of dye.  Seamstresses were hired to 
reconstruct army blankets and other articles into civilian 
clothing. Five 45-pound boxes arrived from the United States 
and it was enough to “dye the world!” 
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During this time, Jack tried to avoid the condemnation of his 
superior, Sergeant James Knight, a man who was somewhat 
rigid.  When Jack was preparing to send “the kids” by train 
to their eventual destinations, the orders could not be found.  
Jack was concerned that they might be imprisoned; however, 
he discovered later that Sergeant Knight really wanted to 
help them, not hinder them. 

Because Jack was part of a Military Police (M.P.) unit, he 
was able to secure healthful food for “the kids” and they all 
survived and eventually settled in the United States and 
Israel.

In 1999 Jack was contacted by Gene Kamar (formerly 
Genec Kamarinsky), one of the survivors, and they were 
able to have a wonderful reunion in Cleveland with Jack and 
five of the ten survivors from the original group who could 
be located. They have stayed in touch with each other ever 
since that reunion.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Jack Kleinman’s Video

1. What advantage was Jack’s knowledge of Yiddish 
when dealing with Jewish survivors?

2. How old was he when he enlisted in the service?  
What role was he given by his commander and why?

3. Why was Jack’s time in the service mistakenly 
extended?

4. Describe the unique experience that Jack and some 
other Jewish soldiers had with the 12 young people.

5. How did Jack’s parents and other people in Cleveland, 
Ohio, become involved in his work with these 12 
young people?

6. What was the importance of the packages of dye?

7. What kind of risks did Jack and some of his fellow 
Jewish soldiers take in order to help these 12 young 
people?

8. What were some of the reasons that Jack found 
himself questioning some Germans? What did he 
usually do with them?

9. How did Jack eventually reunite with some of the 12 
young people?
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Harold Koppel was born in Cologne, Germany, in 1927.  
Harold’s father was a successful doctor with a busy practice, 
mostly treating non-Jews.  The family consisted of Harold, 
his parents and his older sister. 

On April 9, 1933, a few days after Hitler was elected, Harold 
started school. There were only two other Jewish children 
in the school and they were bullied.  When his parents 
complained, the teacher and principal did nothing, and in 
the fall of 1934, Harold’s parents decided to send him to a 
Jewish school.

In 1935 Hitler was reelected and the situation got steadily 
worse.  Jewish children were not allowed to go to public 
playgrounds, and signs in many public places read, “Jews 
are not wanted here.”  Harold’s parents were ostracized 
by their former friends.  Despite all of this, Harold’s father 
was afraid to go to a new country, where he would have to 
reestablish his medical practice.

In July, 1938, there was a proclamation that Jewish 
doctors could not treat non-Jews.  This forced the issue of 
immigration because Harold’s father could no longer earn 
a living.  Harold’s parents applied for a visa to the United 
States; however, because of the American immigration quota 
system, the visa wouldn’t be valid until December 1939.

At noon on November 10, 1938, two Gestapo officers 
arrested Harold’s father in mass arrests after Kristallnacht, a 
night of organized violence against Jews, synagogues, and 
Jewish-owned businesses.  After two days at the local police 
station, Harold’s father was taken to Dachau.
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To leave Dachau, Harold’s father needed permission to 
go to another country.  Harold’s mother was able to get a 
temporary visa to England, a country that would take the 
family for a year until their American visa would become 
valid.  With the visas, Harold’s mother went to Dachau and 
was able to get her husband released.  When Harold’s father 
came home, Harold hardly recognized him.  He had a beard 
and had lost about 20 pounds.

Harold’s family left for England on March 19, 1939.  On one 
of his last days in Germany, Harold saw Hitler in a parade on 
their street.  He looked “just like anybody else.” 

In London the family lived in one large rented room in a 
house.  Harold’s father studied for his medical exams in 
English, and Harold attended a nearby Catholic school and 
learned to speak English.  The non-Jewish students were 
friendly and welcoming.

That fall, Germany invaded Poland. Harold’s school in 
London was evacuated to a nearby village for the safety of 
the children.  By November, Harold’s family was granted 
permission to come to the U.S.  In the U.S. Harold’s father 
studied for the medical boards, and in 1942 he opened a 
medical office in Cleveland, Ohio.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Harold Koppel’s Video

1. Where was Harold born? What was his father’s 
occupation?

2. Why is Harold’s memory of his first day at school so 
vivid?

3. How did Hitler’s coming to power affect Harold and 
other Jewish children at their public schools?

4. What restrictions did Harold and other Jewish children 
and adults face under the Nazis?

5. Given the conditions for Jews, why didn’t Harold and 
his family leave Germany?

6. What special restrictions were placed on Harold’s 
father and his profession as of July 1938?

7. How long did it take for his parents to obtain a visa? 
Where did they really want to go?

8. What did Harold witness on Kristallnacht and what 
happened to his father as a result of Kristallnacht?

9. What requirements needed to be met for his father to 
be allowed to leave Dachau?

10. For what country were Harold and his parents finally 
able to get a visa?

11. What was Harold’s experience in the English schools? 

12. Why was his school in England evacuated after World 
War II broke out?
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George Kronenberg was born in Warburg, Germany, 
in 1928.  The family consisted of George, his twin sister, 
and his parents.  George had a normal childhood, and 
although there were Nazis marching in the streets and many 
restrictive laws, George thought of these events as “normal.”

George and his sister were 10 years old on November 9, 
1938, Kristallnacht, a night of organized violence against 
Jews, synagogues, and Jewish-owned businesses. George’s 
mother was out of town visiting her mother in Hanover.  
George’s father was home with the children.  At about 2:00 
a.m. the family was awakened by the sounds of breaking 
windows and noise outside. All the windows in their building 
were broken.

In the morning, George’s father was arrested, and the 
children were left home alone.  George and his sister stayed 
with a neighbor, who was a rabbi, until their father was 
released later that day.  When George’s father got home, he 
decided that they all should go to Hanover and join George’s 
mother. 

A few days later, George’s family returned to Warburg, where 
their home had been vandalized, everything in it destroyed, 
and their furniture and possessions stolen.  With their home 
unlivable, the family went to stay with relatives in Hamburg.  
George’s parents decided to send George and his sister 
on the Kindertransport, a program which took children to 
England without their parents. The children left Germany in 
December, 1938, with the idea that the parents would follow.

Children on the Kindertransport were not allowed to take any 
valuables out of the country.  However, George managed 
to smuggle out his grandfather’s pocket watch.  It had been 
originally planned that he would be given this pocket watch 
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on his bar mitzvah.  George’s train went through Holland on 
the way to England. The Dutch people were very kind to the 
children.

In England George and his sister corresponded with 
their parents for a few years.  George’s parents were 
making arrangements to join the children in England, but 
when the war broke out, they were trapped in Germany.  
George’s parents were deported to Theresienstadt, and 
the correspondence continued by Red Cross telegrams 
until 1944.  George’s parents were sent to Auschwitz and 
murdered there.

George and his sister were sent to separate foster families 
in England.  They did not see each other for six years, but 
they wrote to each other.  George’s foster family treated 
him kindly and paid for his higher education after free public 
school ended.  George’s sister was less fortunate. She was 
abused and made into an unpaid servant.

The siblings reunited when George became ill. After 
George’s foster parents discovered that George was a 
hemophiliac, following a dental procedure, they contacted 
George’s sister.  After George recovered, he and his sister 
lived in a hostel together until 1946, when they immigrated to 
the United States to live with an aunt and uncle.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing George Kronenberg’s Video

1. Where was George born? What size was his family?

2. How was he educated once Jews were no longer able 
to attend the public schools?

3. What did George and his family experiences at the 
time of Kristallnacht?

4. When George and his family were able to return to 
their home, what had happened to it?

5. What decision did his parents make about George and 
his sister?

6. What made it easier for George and his sister to leave 
their parents?

7. What unusual item was George able to “sneak out?”

8. How were George and his twin sister separated?

9. How did they find out what happened to their parents?

10. What reason did George give for the United States 
failing to accept children as England did?

11. Why is George’s sister bitter today?

12. What positive experience does George participate in 
today with others who survived the Holocaust?



93



94

Sylvia Distel Malcmacher was born in Vilna, Poland, in 
1926.  Her family included her parents, a younger sister, and 
an older sister.

In June, 1941, the Nazis occupied Vilna.  They randomly 
rounded up Jews, took them to the nearby Ponary Forest, 
shot them point blank, and threw the bodies into ditches.  
Before being shot, the Jews were forced to dig their own 
graves.  Some people pretended they were dead, dug 
themselves out of the mass of bodies after all was quiet, and 
ran back to town.

In October, 1941, the Nazis created the Vilna ghetto.  They 
forced as many Jews into the ghetto as they could fit.  Those 
who did not fit were murdered in the Ponary Forest.  In the 
ghetto, people died of starvation and sickness.  Sylvia’s 
father worked outside of the ghetto building roads.

One day, all young children were ordered to report to 
a hospital outside of the ghetto “to see a doctor for an 
examination.” Sylvia offered to take her little sister and bring 
her back.  As Sylvia stood in line behind her sister an officer 
sent her sister to an “examination room” and told Sylvia to 
return to the ghetto.  She never saw her sister again.  All of 
the children who had gone to the “medical examination” were 
taken to the forest and shot.

In September, 1943, the Vilna ghetto was liquidated, and 
more residents were executed in the forest.  Sylvia’s family 
was taken by cattle car to Kaiserwald.  After a short time in 
Kaiserwald, Sylvia’s family was moved to Stutthof.  As soon 
as they arrived, Sylvia’s father was taken away, and she 
never saw him again.
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At Stutthof, inmates died of typhus and starvation. Every few 
hours, there was an appell (roll call). Inmates were forced to 
stand for hours in all kinds of weather to be counted.  One 
day, a German guard selected some girls to be taken to 
Muhldorf.  Sylvia was selected; her mother and sister were 
not. 

At Muhldorf, Sylvia dug tunnels for ammunition. She washed 
German soldiers’ clothing and hung the clothes outside to 
dry in freezing weather. Sylvia’s hands froze; she still suffers 
from this affliction.  They were given one piece of bread to 
eat a day.  Sylvia learned to make the one piece of bread 
last all day by breaking off small pieces.

Americans liberated the camp on May 5, 1945. When 
soldiers announced on the loudspeaker that the prisoners 
were “free,” Sylvia did not know what this meant to her.  She 
did not know where to go or what to do.  Eventually she 
went to Feldafing Displaced Persons (DP) Camp, where 
she learned that her mother and sister had died of typhus at 
Stutthof.

Sylvia met her husband at the DP camp and married him 
there in 1946.  Sylvia and her husband immigrated to the 
United States in 1949.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Sylvia Distel Malcmacher’s Video

1. Where was Sylvia born? What is her city known as 
today?

2. What country occupied her city before the Nazis? 
What did the Nazis do to the Jews immediately after 
occupying the city?

3. How did the other Jews find out what had happened to 
those who had disappeared?

4. Describe the ghetto to which Sylvia’s family was sent.  
For what reasons was one able to leave the ghetto?

5. Why did Sylvia go with her little sister across from the 
ghetto?  What happened to her little sister?

6. What happened to Sylvia and her family when their 
ghetto was closed down? 

7. Why doesn’t Sylvia have any pictures of her family?

8. When the transport of Jews arrived in Stutthof what 
happened to all of the men on the transport?

9. What was Sylvia’s last job in the concentration camp?

10. Why does Sylvia question why she survived?

11. How did Sylvia meet her husband?  How were his 
experiences during the Holocaust similar to hers?

12. Why didn’t she want to tell her own children of her 
experiences?  What situation changed her mind?
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Hans Siegfried Hanauer, later to become Hal Myers, was 
born in Karlsruhe, Germany, in 1930.  In 1935 Hal’s father 
lost his job as a traveling salesman as a result of the 
Nuremberg Laws against Jews.  The family had to move to 
a less expensive neighborhood.  Hal remembers the other 
boys chasing him, yelling, “Run, dirty Jew, run!” 

Hitler sometimes visited Karlsruhe and attracted excited, 
enthusiastic crowds of townspeople.  Hal observed some of 
these spectacles and was frightened by the behavior of the 
crowd.

On Kristallnacht, a night of organized violence against 
Jews, synagogues, and Jewish-owned businesses, Hal 
awoke at 3:00 a.m. He and his brother Dieter saw men 
with cans of gasoline go into the nearby synagogue to set 
it on fire. They watched the men carry out Torahs and holy 
books to be dumped into a bonfire.  Their apartment was 
vandalized.  Soon Hal’s 12-year-old sister Ruth went on the 
Kindertransport, a program which took children to England 
without their parents.  

Hal’s father was standing across the street between two 
policemen.  Hal stood next to his father, who hissed at him, 
“Get away.  Run now.  Go to Tante Anna’s (Aunt Anna’s).”  
He obeyed and ran to his aunt’s house.  Hal’s father was 
sent to Dachau and returned in March, 1939, “a changed 
man, afraid of his shadow, a shell of a man.”

In October, 1940, Nazis arrived at their door, ordered the 
family to pack one bag per person, take food for at least 
three days and no more than ten marks per person, which 
was not much money.  The Nazis gave no explanation and 
refused to answer questions.  
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After one hour they returned to march Hal’s family to 
the railroad station.  As 900 Jews joined the deportation 
procession, their non-Jewish neighbors watching from their 
windows made no attempt to help.  After a wait of several 
hours at the train station, the Jews were loaded onto fourth-
class carriages.

On the train ride, the Jews were given nothing to drink, 
and sanitary conditions were very poor.  Armed soldiers 
prevented the Jews from leaving the train at stops.  After a 
three-day train ride, they arrived in France and were trucked 
to Camp Gurs.

At Gurs the prisoners were divided into groups and sent to 
separate enclosures surrounded by barbed wire.  Men and 
women were separated.  Hal was put with his mother, his 
brother, and his Aunt Anna.  Living conditions were primitive 
with little food, deep mud, open bathroom facilities, and no 
privacy.  Fortunately, Hal’s mother was able to get extra food 
by working in the kitchen.

In January, 1941, Quaker women from a relief group were 
allowed to remove 50 children, including Hal’s younger 
brother, from Gurs.  Hal was on the second and final 
transport to leave, a group of 48 children.  In August, 1941, 
Hal was sent to the United States.  He arrived in the U.S. in 
October 1941.  Hal and his brother were adopted and raised 
by David and Inez Myers.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Hal Myers’s Video

1. How large was Hal’s immediate family?

2. What were the conditions that forced his family to 
move from their first home to another?

3. What were some of the ways in which the Nuremberg 
Laws changed life for his parents as well as for 
himself and his brother?

4. What special task was he given by his mother before 
the Sabbath?  What problems did he face in doing this 
task by 1938?

5. Why did he want a pair of black corduroy short pants?

6. Where did his sister Ruth go in 1938?  What was the 
name of the program?

7. Describe some of the scenes that Hal witnessed when 
Hitler was going to visit his town.

8. What did Hal see on Kristallnacht? 

9. Where was his father taken during Kristallnacht?  How 
did this experience change his father?

10. What were some of the instructions that Hal and his 
family were given when they were being deported in 
October 1940?

11. How did the Quakers help the children in Camp Gurs?

12. What miracle took place for both Hal and his brother?
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Mimi Schleissner Ormond was born in 1927 in the 
German-speaking part of Czechoslovakia known as the 
Sudetenland.  She attended German Catholic schools but 
felt no anti-Semitism from her friends or their families.  But 
when Hitler occupied Austria, and then “liberated” her part of 
Czechoslovakia, she had to attend a Czech school. 

Her parents did not tell Mimi and her brother what was 
happening, but they moved the family from their nice home 
to the country, to live with relatives, and then to Kolin in 
central Czechoslovakia.  Hitler did not keep his promise and 
then occupied all the rest of the country.

A Christian family saved Mimi’s family by hiding them in a 
room behind a barn.  The United States had strict quotas 
and Mimi’s parents tried in vain to get visas to enter the 
U.S.  Fortunately, Mimi was able to go to England on the 
Kindertransport, a program which brought children to 
England without their parents.  Mimi’s 16-year-old brother 
stayed behind because he was too old for the program.

Mimi left for England in May, 1939.  Her mother assured 
her they would meet again, even though her mother wasn’t 
sure of this.  The train had to cross Germany, and Mimi 
remembers the German soldiers getting on the train to 
check everyone’s papers.  When the train got to Holland, the 
Dutch people had cookies and drinks for the children as they 
waited for the boats to take them to England.

Mimi traveled and lived with a youth group, which went to 
a farm rented by the Jewish Agency.  They all continued to 
speak German as they worked on the farm.  At first there 
were only 50 youths, but later 200 more came and there 
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was no place for them all to sleep.  Train cars were used as 
sleeping quarters. After children became ill from lack of heat 
in the train cars, they were moved to an abandoned castle. 

Many years later, Mimi took her children back to her 
hometown and to one of the castles where she had stayed 
as a child.  She still corresponds with the current owners, 
who renovated part of the castle as their home. 

Because there was no regular school at the castle, Mimi 
arranged to live with her uncle in London and studied to 
become a nursery school teacher.  She met an American 
soldier but needed parental permission to marry him, as she 
was only 18 years old.

Meanwhile, her parents had escaped through Italy and gone 
to Palestine.  Her mother remembered her as the 12-year-
old girl who left home, but she did give permission, on the 
condition that Mimi would come to Palestine to visit her 
before immigrating to the United States.  Two years later, 
after the war ended, Mimi was able to do that. 

Mimi will always be grateful to the good people who rescued 
10,000 Jewish children.  If you count THEIR children and 
grandchildren, there may be hundreds of thousands all 
together. 
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Mimi Schleissner Ormond’s Video

1. In what part of Czechoslovakia did Mimi and her family 
live?  What language was spoken there?

2. What happened to Mimi’s education when the Nazis 
came to Czechoslovakia?

3. What was the Kindertransport? Why was Mimi’s 
brother not able to join her on that program?

4. What kind of housing did Mimi live in when she arrived 
in England?  What were some of the problems with 
this housing?

5. Why did Mimi eventually live with an uncle and his 
family?

6. What happened to Mimi’s parents and brother during 
the war?

7. What kind of special training did Mimi receive in 
England?

8. Why did Mimi go to Palestine after the war?

9. Why was Mimi’s experience after the Kindertransport 
and the war so different from that of many of her 
friends who had also come to England?

10. What important message, based on her experiences 
during the Holocaust, does Mimi have for all of us 
today?
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Helen Jachimowicz Potash was born in Lodz, Poland, 
in 1929.  She was ten years old in 1939 when Germany 
invaded Poland.  

The next year, the Jews of Lodz were forced to abandon 
everything they owned and move into a ghetto.  People 
died daily of starvation and disease.  Helen’s own father 
died in their single-room apartment, and the body had to be 
left there for six days until it could be carted away for mass 
burial.  Two of Helen’s sisters had gone to Russia to escape 
the Nazis, but the rest of the family lost communication with 
them in 1942, when Russia was invaded by the Germans.

Helen spent five years in the ghetto until the Nazis liquidated 
the residents in August, 1944.  Then Helen, along with her 
sister, mother, and brother, were taken by cattle car for a 
harrowing three days to Auschwitz. There they were “sorted,” 
perhaps by the infamous Dr. Mengele.  In the line Helen 
witnessed an infant being taken away by force from its 
mother and shot by Nazi guards, a horror she could never 
forget.  Helen and her sister were kept alive, but guards sent 
her mother and brother directly to the gas chambers.  In 
Auschwitz the Jews were forced to strip, and Helen lost all of 
her remaining possessions.  Her head was shaved, and she 
was given a number.  This was so close to the end of the war 
that Helen was not tattooed with her number. 

Soon after, Helen and her sister were sent to a labor camp 
in Hamburg, Germany, for about eight months.  By this point 
the war was ending, so they were sent on to Bergen-Belsen, 
where they were greeted by mountains of bodies.  They had 
no food or water for two days.    
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There were rumors of the end of the war.  On the second 
day, the prisoners heard a commotion by the concentration 
camp fence and went out to find that the German Nazi 
guards had fled, but the Italian and Hungarian Nazi guards 
were opening fire on the prisoners, rampantly killing anyone 
in their path.

Helen and her sister came to Cleveland, Ohio, in 1947, 
and Helen immediately enrolled in Cleveland Heights High 
School.  Despite the fact that she’d had only four years of 
formal schooling, had not had any education for eight years, 
and was still learning English, she was placed in the 11th 
grade. She worked hard and graduated.  Helen continued 
studying and taking classes throughout her life.  

Helen’s sister was the only other surviving member of her 
family.  She had no pictures of her family, but one day, in a 
book about the Lodz ghetto, she happened upon a picture of 
herself with her mother, surviving sister, and brother.

Helen met her husband, also a survivor, in Cleveland and 
was married right after high school.  Helen Potash died 
on December 25, 2009, leaving behind five children, 16 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Helen Jachimowicz Potash’s Video

1. How old was Helen at the start of the war?

2. Where was Lodz and why did this make it easy for the 
Germans to take it over?

3. Where was the ghetto in Lodz established? What were 
the living conditions for the Jews in the ghetto?

4. What did Helen witness during her daily life in the 
Lodz ghetto? 

5. What killed Helen’s father?  Why was there a problem 
in having him buried?  What does that tell you about 
conditions in the ghetto?

6. When Helen and her sister arrived in Auschwitz, they 
arrived without any mementos of their lives in Lodz? 
Why was this?

7. Describe how Helen and her sister were processed 
into Auschwitz.  How did this affect them?

8. Where were Helen and her sister sent after Auschwitz?

9. Describe the conditions there and some of the “jobs” 
Helen was forced to do.

10. Why and where were Helen and her sister sent next?

11. Describe the conditions in that camp.

12. Describe Helen’s liberation and why schooling was so 
important to her.  Where was she eventually able to go 
to school?
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Sarah Schneider Radzeli was born in Czechoslovakia, 
one of four children.  In 1939, when Sarah was 10 years 
old, Germany occupied her hometown.  Sarah’s grandfather 
lived in a part of the country which was not yet occupied, 
so her father moved the family to her grandfather’s home.  
When Sarah was 14 years old, Hungarian forces occupied 
her grandfather’s town, and soon all the Jews were sent to a 
ghetto.

After a short time in the ghetto, Sarah’s family was deported 
to Auschwitz-Birkenau.  Upon arrival Sarah and her 12-year 
old sister were selected for work while their mother was 
selected to be killed.  The Jews who were selected to live 
were taken to a hall, stripped naked, shaved, and issued 
striped uniforms and wooden shoes.

Sarah lived in a children’s block at Birkenau, where living 
conditions were very difficult.  After about two months, 
Sarah’s sister was taken away to the crematorium because 
she was small and not strong enough to work.  Sarah 
witnessed many inmates committing suicide by touching the 
electric barbed wire fence surrounding the camp.  

After three months at Birkenau, Sarah joined a transport of 
Polish prisoners of war.  She was taken to Czechoslovakia, 
where she worked the night shift in an ammunition factory.

On May 15, 1945, Sarah was liberated by Russian soldiers.  
The liberated Jews were given a choice.  They were free to 
go.  They were also free to stay where they were in order 
to recuperate.  Sarah chose to stay in the Czech town with 
some other girls that she knew.  They were treated well.
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After about three or four weeks, Sarah and some friends 
decided to go to Prague.  Relief agencies had set up shelters 
for survivors.  After some time in Prague, Sarah decided to 
go home.  She wanted to see if anybody was alive there.  
When she got as far as Budapest, Sarah learned from 
another survivor that her brother was alive.  She waited in 
Budapest and met her brother there.

Sarah and her brother went home together, but they did 
not find any other surviving family members there.  They 
returned to Prague, where two uncles took them in.  This 
was their only surviving family, except for a few cousins.

Seeing no future in Prague, Sarah and her brother looked 
for an opportunity to immigrate to Palestine, which was still 
under British control.  In 1946 Sarah traveled to Palestine on 
an illegal ship, which was caught and stopped by the British.  
The refugees were taken to a Displaced Persons (DP) 
camp in Cyprus, where Sarah got married.  Sarah became 
very sick with tuberculosis and was allowed to go to the 
Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem.  Her husband joined her in 
Palestine after her recovery.

On May 14, 1948, Israel became a state. In 1960, Sarah, 
her husband, and their 2-year-old adopted son came to the 
United States. 
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Sarah Schneider Radzeli’s Video

1. How many of Sarah’s siblings survived the 
Holocaust?

2. Where was Sarah from?

3. What restrictions were placed on Sarah and the Jews 
when the Nazis took over?

4. Describe the life in the ghetto where Sarah and her 
family were sent.

5. To which camp was Sarah sent? Where was she kept 
in that camp? Why?

6. How many months was she in Birkenau?  What did 
she witness at her next camp?

7. How did she manage to get to Czechoslovakia and to 
work?

8. How long was she there? Who liberated her?

9. Where did she meet her brother?

10. Describe Sarah’s experiences in the DP camp. 

11. What happened when Sarah attempted to get to 
Palestine?

12. How was she finally allowed into Palestine? How long 
did she live in Israel?
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We had no idea we had 
arrived at the gates of hell. 

Even though I have an 
unimaginable past, I 
thank God for a good life. 

Alex Zelczer 

Leo Silberman 

Judith Shamir 
(Quoting from the Talmud) 

Walter Wertheim 

Hannah Rath 

I never lost my faith. 

I never want to forget that 
people gave up their homes  
and their privacy to take us 
in. 

Whoever saves a single 
life is as if one saves the 
entire world. 
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Hannah Lenschitzki Rath was born in 1922 and raised 
in Halberstadt, Germany, a small town with a small, strictly 
observant Jewish population.  Her parents kept a kosher 
home and observed all Jewish holidays.  Her father 
died before she turned 3.  Hannah attended a Jewish 
kindergarten and day school and learned Jewish history, 
Hebrew, and Torah.

The Nazis came to power in 1933, when Hannah was 11, 
and things began to change.  Many Jews tried to leave 
Germany, including some of Hannah’s relatives.  Jews 
needed many kinds of documents and visas to emigrate, but 
Hannah’s family had none; however, Hannah’s brother was 
eventually able to immigrate to the United States in 1938 at 
age 17. 

In 1934 Hannah and her brother moved with their mother to 
Hanover to live with their grandfather.  At the German public 
school, all students saluted the Nazi flag.  Later, Jews were 
forced to attend Jewish school, which only went up to eighth 
grade, which was Hannah’s last year of school.

Things got worse for the Jews on November 9, 1938. On 
Kristallnacht, a night of organized violence against Jews, 
synagogues, and Jewish-owned businesses, rioters burned 
synagogues to the ground, arrested Jewish men and looted 
or destroyed Jewish businesses.

One day in 1941, all Jews of Hanover were told to pack 
suitcases and were taken by truck to a Jewish ghetto in 
Riga, Latvia.  Earlier 20,000 Latvian Jews had been killed 
and buried in mass graves.  The German Jews were 
housed in the homes of these people, with the clothing and 
possessions of the previous owners.
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In 1943 the ghetto prisoners were taken to Kaiserwald.  Men 
and women were separated; prisoners were forced to take 
showers, their hair was shaved and they received striped 
uniforms.  Hannah, now 21, was separated from her mother.  

Hannah worked in a cable factory outside the camp.  
Beatings were a daily occurrence, but Hannah and her 
girlfriend looked out for each other.  Occasionally an SS 
guard gave them extra bread.

The prisoners were moved again to Stutthof by boat.  
Although they were crowded into the steerage of a boat, 
they were able to improvise a Yom Kippur service for the 
Jewish High Holidays. During these moves, Hannah’s factory 
experience probably saved her life.  

In January, 1945, the Nazi guards at Stutthof deserted their 
posts to escape the advancing Russian Army.  After the 
war, Hannah recovered in a Polish hospital.  Returning to 
her hometown, Hannah discovered that only 30 Jews out 
of 1,000 had survived.  The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society 
(HIAS) helped Hannah come to the United States in 1945.  
She met her future husband on the voyage.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Hannah Lenschitzki Rath’s Video

1. Who was in Hannah’s family?  Who died?  Who 
survived?

2. Why did Hannah go to live with her grandfather in 
Hanover?

3. What happened on Kristallnacht?

4. What did Hannah and her mother find when they 
arrived in the ghetto in Riga, Latvia?

5. What was life like for Hannah in the Riga ghetto?

6. What was the importance of Hannah’s friendship with 
the other girl? How did they help each other survive?

7. What work did Hannah do in the concentration camp? 
How did this work benefit her?

8. How did the prisoners observe the Jewish holidays? 
What is the message of faith from this oral history?

9. What happened to Hannah after liberation?  She and 
her friend were free, but what problems did they 
encounter?  

10. What lessons does Hannah want you to remember 
from her talk?
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Judith Weiss Shamir was born in Hungary in the early 
1940’s. Before she was born, her father was forced to leave 
his pregnant wife to fight against the Russian Army in 1943.  
He was captured and placed in a Russian POW camp. 

Judith’s mother went into hiding with various Christian 
friends to avoid the Nazis.  She quickly realized that trying to 
hide with a baby was not a good idea.  She reached out to 
a friend who had contacts with the Resistance and arranged 
for her baby, Judith, to be “hidden” with a non-Jewish 
woman, who pretended the child was her own.

Margit Polgar was a young messenger for the Hungarian 
resistance and traveled between safe houses.  She needed 
a new identity to keep her safe from the Nazis, who had 
captured and detained her.

Margit posed as a married woman living with her parents in 
Oroshaza, Hungary.  She took Judith to the village southeast 
of Budapest and raised her as her own daughter.

Judith’s mother sold her sewing machine to get the money 
to give to Margit to care for her baby.  She gave Margit 
a backpack to hold the baby’s belongings with a secret 
compartment  that held Judith’s papers and her true identity. 
All she asked of Margit was to make sure Judith knew her 
real name and that she was Jewish if they were unable to 
reunite after the war. 

Judith’s mother survived many close encounters with the 
Nazis but was able to return home after the war.  Her father 
also survived and walked from Russia back to Budapest.  
Miraculously, all three were reunited in Oroshaza.
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The family moved to Israel in 1948.  They lost touch with 
Margit but never stopped trying to find her.  Judith moved to 
the United States in 1968.  She has three children and 12 
grandchildren.  In 1992 Judith received a phone call from 
her father with the good news that he had located Margit but 
that she was in very poor health.  He urged Judith (now in 
Cleveland, Ohio) to visit Margit. 

Judith did visit Margit, who filled in the many blanks from 
Judith’s childhood.  The lasting impression that Judith carries 
with her from that visit was Margit’s words that she did only 
what any decent human being would have done in a similar 
situation.  Judith speaks to school groups now to ensure that 
Margit’s selfless heroism will not be forgotten.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Judith Weiss Shamir’s Video

1. Why did Judith’s father leave her mother before 
Judith’s birth?

2. How did Judith’s mother let her husband know about 
Judith’s birth, and why was this important to him?

3. Why did Judith’s mother decide to give her up to a 
stranger’s care?

4. What was Margit’s role in the Hungarian resistance 
group?

5. Why did the Nazis let Margit go?

6. How did Margit’s identity change?

7. When and where did Margit meet Judith and her 
mother for the first time?

8. How did Judith’s mother survive the Holocaust after 
giving Judith to Margit?

9. What life changing decision did Judith’s mother and 
her aunt make on the forced march?

10. How did Judith’s father locate them after the war?

11. What did Judith learn about herself from her final visit 
with Margit?

12. What lesson does Judith share from her experience as 
a hidden child?
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Leo Silberman was born in Poland in 1925, one of seven 
children.  His father sold sewing machines, bicycles and 
small farming equipment.

When the Nazis invaded Poland in 1939, Leo was 14 years 
old.  For the next two years, Jews were forced to do physical 
labor.  There were many restrictions.  When food became 
scarce, Leo took off his armband with the Yellow Star and 
rode his bicycle to a nearby farm.  The farmers sold him 
bread and potatoes, but he was afraid that one of his Polish 
neighbors would turn him in to the Nazis.

In 1941 Leo and his brother were sent to Plaszow, a 
concentration camp, where they were forced to use Jewish 
tombstones to pave the camp streets. 

In 1943 Leo was transferred to an ammunition factory in 
Skarzysko, Poland.  When Leo arrived, he noticed that 
something was wrong with the prisoners.  Their skin had 
turned green from toxic exposure to gunpowder.  Knowing 
this job would mean certain death, Leo volunteered to be a 
mechanic.  

As the Russians started advancing, Leo was taken to 
Buchenwald.  Buchenwald prisoners were marched to 
Weimar, Germany, where they cleared rubble left by Allied 
bombings.  One day, while the prisoners were clearing 
rubble, an air raid siren went off.  The guards ran away to 
bomb shelters, leaving the prisoners on the street.  Leo ran 
into a nearby house and took a pot roast from the table to 
share with his fellow prisoners.

In 1945, as the Americans were nearing Buchenwald, all the 
Jewish men were marched to the railroad station to be killed.  
Attempting to escape, Leo started to slowly fall behind.  A 
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guard caught Leo and hit him in the mouth, knocking out four 
teeth.  To his surprise Leo was left behind on the ground.  
After the rest of the group was gone, he ran back to the 
barracks and put on a Polish armband to blend in with the 
non-Jewish prisoners.  The next day, the rest of the prisoners 
were packed into cattle cars and taken to Theresienstadt.

Theresienstadt was liberated by Russians on May 10, 1945.  
By that time, Germany had surrendered, but the Gestapo 
and the SS were still putting up a fight.  They were planning 
to bomb the camp to get rid of the prisoners and all evidence 
of what the Nazis had done. 

After liberation, Leo decided not to register with the Russian 
authorities and be sent back to Poland.  He said he had “no 
desire to go back to a country soaked in Jewish blood.”  

Instead, he joined a group being smuggled into Palestine 
by the Jewish Brigade.  The group was caught by American 
soldiers and taken to a Displaced Persons (DP) camp in 
Germany.  There Leo attended a trade school, learned to 
drive, and met his future wife, Paula.  Leo moved to Council 
Bluffs, Iowa, in 1949.  In 1951 he settled in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and married Paula.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Leo Silberman’s Video

1. What restrictions were placed on the Jews once the 
Nazis took over Poland?

2. How and why was Leo able to defy these restrictions?

3. Leo says that he did not fear the Nazis when he defied 
these restrictions. What other group did he fear; why?

4. Where was Leo sent? How did he realize that he would 
be assigned a very dangerous job?

5. How was Leo able to avoid this dangerous job?

6. Where in Germany was Leo sent? What were some of 
the experiences that he had there?

7. Why was Leo attacked by a Nazi guard?

8. Where were the remaining prisoners sent as the 
Americans approached Buchenwald? Soldiers from 
what country liberated Leo and his fellow prisoners?

9. Why didn’t Leo want to register as a Displaced Person 
(DP) with the Russians?

10. How was Leo prevented from being able to get to 
Palestine? Where did he land?

11. What skills did Leo learn in the DP camp?

12. Where in the United States did Leo settle first?

13. What caused him to move to Cleveland in 1951?
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Walter Wertheim was born in Mönchengladbach, Germany, 
in 1925.  His family had lived in the same area of Germany 
for more than 300 years.  Walter’s mother was the eighth 
generation of her family to be born in the town where she 
was raised.

Walter was 13 years old at the time of Kristallnacht, a night 
of organized violence against Jews, synagogues, and 
Jewish-owned businesses.  His mother had died of natural 
causes two years previously.  On that morning, Walter’s 
father was out of town on a business trip.  Walter was at 
home with a caretaker.  He walked to his school as usual.  
When Walter got to his classroom, his teacher said he 
“temporarily” could not go to school.

As Walter left the school, he noticed a lot of activity at the 
local jail next door to the school.  Later he learned that local 
Jewish men were being rounded up arbitrarily and sent to 
jail. 

Walter’s father called and told him to go to Cologne, a 
nearby larger city, where they felt safer.  After a few days 
they felt safe coming home to Mönchengladbach.

Now there was a problem: Walter still couldn’t go to school.  
His father organized tutoring sessions for Walter and some 
of his friends.  Later Walter’s father arranged for him to 
attend the Jewish high school in Cologne for a few months. 

Walter’s father made arrangements for him to leave 
Germany and go on the Kindertransport to England, where 
he would be safe.  The Kindertransport was a program that 
took children to England without their parents.  Of about 
10,000 Jewish children who were sent to England, 80 
percent never saw their parents again.
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Walter left Germany in May, 1939, at 13, on special trains to 
Holland and an overnight boat trip to England.  There Walter 
was assigned to several different foster families.  Some 
families worked out better than others, but he was not able 
to go to school in England. 

In the meantime, Walter’s father had been able to leave 
Germany, even though the war had already started.  Walter’s 
father moved to the United States, which had not yet entered 
the war.  In June, 1940, when Walter was 15 years old, he 
left England to meet his father in New York.

In New York Walter went back to high school and managed 
to graduate at the age of 16.  At 18 he enlisted in the U.S. 
Army, and, after the war, he attended college and law school.
 
Walter always remembers three close friends who did not 
survive the Holocaust because their parents did not have 
the foresight that his own father had.  He also lost several 
members of his extended family. Out of the 613 Jews from 
his hometown, only about 12 survived.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Walter Wertheim’s Video

1. How old was Walter at the time of Kristallnacht?

2. What happened to him when he tried to attend school 
after Kristallnacht?

3. As he left the school, what were the Nazis doing to 
some of the men in the town?

4. What was the Kindertransport?

5. How was Walter able to get on the Kindertransport? 
Where were they taken?

6. How was his father lucky during this time?

7. Where and how were Walter and his father able to be 
reunited?

8. How long had Walter’s family actually lived in 
Germany?

9. What did Walter do once he came to the United States?

10. How does Walter feel about forgiving the Nazis for 
what happened?
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Alex Zelczer was born in 1927 in Hungary.  His parents 
owned a bakery, and the nine children in the family helped in 
the family business.

Life was good until 1939, when the Hungarian government 
started to copy the Nazi propaganda campaign.  Flour was 
rationed, and Jewish bakers got very few rations.  Of course, 
it was hard to run a bakery without flour! 

Another time, in 1943, the police came and forced Alex’s 
father to open the bakery and bake on the Sabbath, “just 
because they said so.”

On the last day of Passover, 1944, one of his father’s 
non-Jewish bakery customers offered to hide the Zelczer 
family from the Nazis on his farm.  Alex’s parents decided 
not to accept the offer.  Several days later, the Hungarian 
government ordered all Jews to report to the Beregszász 
Ghetto.  After five or six weeks in the ghetto, they were 
deported to Auschwitz/Birkenau on crowded cattle cars.

“We had no idea we had arrived at the gates of hell,” he 
recalled.  His father’s last words to him were, “When this is 
over, make sure you go home. We’re going to meet, all of us, 
at home.”  Within an hour or two, they were separated and 
Alex never saw his father or mother again. 

After four or five weeks at Auschwitz/Birkenau, Alex was 
moved to Jaworzno, where he was assigned to build an 
electrical generating plant.  The food was meager, and the 
prisoners were worked to exhaustion.

One day in early January, 1945, Alex was too weak to walk 
to work.  Despite the fact that prisoners unable to work 
were sometimes killed, he reported to the infirmary.  As the 
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Russian front approached, the Nazis began to evacuate the 
camp and ordered the prisoners to join a death march.  Alex 
and the other patients said they were too sick to march and 
remained in the camp.  On January 26, 1945, they were 
liberated by the Russians.

Soon Alex decided to comply with his father’s request to 
return home.  With meager clothing and no possessions 
or identification, he set out trudging through the snow. He 
eventually arrived in his hometown, where a cousin nursed 
him back to health. 

Of his parents and their nine children, only Alex and 
four of his siblings survived and came home.  Together 
they reopened the bakery but realized that they did not 
feel comfortable in their hometown, where most of their 
neighbors had turned against them.  They left town and 
made their way to the Displaced Persons (DP) camps in 
Germany.

Alex lived in a DP camp until 1947, when he was able to 
obtain a visa to the United States, a country that he loves 
very much.  Alex urges his listeners to appreciate the 
freedoms of this great country and not take them for granted.
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Questions to Consider
When Viewing Alex Zelczer’s Video

1. How did life begin to change for the Zelczer family and 
for all of the Jews in Hungary in 1939?

2. In 1942 how did discrimination and prejudice by 
the authorities force the Zelczers to desecrate their 
Sabbath?

3. In 1944 how did the non-Jewish friend of the family 
offer to help the Zelczers?  What was their response?

4. What were the conditions in the ghetto which the Jews 
endured for the next five to six weeks?

5. Why didn’t the Jews rebel in the ghetto or at the time 
they were forced into the trains?

6. What happened when the people arrived at Auschwitz 
and the train cars were opened?  

7. When the trains stopped and before the families were 
separated, what were the last words of Alex’s father to 
his family?

8. In January, 1945, as the Germans started to evacuate 
the camp, what was the discussion among the sick 
prisoners in the infirmary?

9. What did Alex and his surviving siblings do after their 
arrival in their hometown after liberation?

10. After many years of silence about his experiences, 
why did Alex decide to “open up and talk” about his 
tragic years during the Holocaust?
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SOME CAMPS SURVIVED BY SPEAKERS

AUSCHWITZ
Arnold Friedman 
Zev Harel 
Jacob Hennenberg
Joseph Klein 
Helen Potash 
Sarah Radzeli
Alex Zelczer 

BERGEN BELSEN
Helen Potash 

BLECHHAMMER
Esther Frank 

BUCHENWALD 
Joseph Klein 
Leo Silberman 

EBENSEE 
Zev Harel

FLOSSENBERG 
Max Edelman 
Arnold Friedman 

GURS 
Hal Myers 

JAWORZNO
Alex Zelczer

KAISERWALD 
Sylvia Malcmacher 
Hannah Rath

MATTHAUSEN 
Zev Harel 

MAJDANEK 
Max Edeliman

MUHLDORF 
Sylvia Malcmacher

PRAUST LABOR CAMP 
Gita Frankel 

STUTTHOF 
Gita Frankel 
Sylvia Malcmacher
Hannah Rath

SOME GHETTOS SURVIVED BY SPEAKERS

BEREGSZÁSZ GHETTO 
Alex Zelczer 

LODZ GHETTO 
Helen Potash
Gita Frankel

RIGA GHETTO
Hannah Rath

SRODULA GHETTO 
Roman Frayman
 
THERESIENSTADT
Joseph Klein 
Leo Silberman 

VILNA GHETTO 
Sylvia Malcmacher 
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